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PREFACE. 



An interesting and valuable " Selection from the 
Epistles of George Fox, by Samuel Tuke/' was 
published in London, in a duodecimo volume of 
about 300 pages; from which this little work has 
been carefully abridged, so as to preserve unchanged 
the sentiments and language of the writer, as con- 
tained in that volume. 

The Introductory chapter, by Samuel Tuke, is 
given entire, containing as it does an appropriate 
notice rf the Founder of the Religious Society of 
Friends. 

Pbiladblphia, 4th mo., 1858. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Tile volume of Epistles from whicli the present 
selection is made, was published in folio, in the year 
1698. It is now extremely scarce. The letters 
which it contains were written, from about the year 
1648 to 1690. They embrace a period of fiill forty 
years ; and, being composed at such different times, 
and on such various occasions, they serve materially 
to illustrate the early history of our Society, and the 
real character and views of the chief instrument of 
its formation. This character and these views are, 
in the present day of ease, well worthy of our study. 

George Fox had received very little scholastic in- 
struction, but he possessed a mind of no ordinary 
powers, cultivated too, in a particular direction, in a 
very remarkable manner. The true knowledge of 
God, not as an intellectual speculation, but sa that 
which gives rest to the awakened conscience, was the 
great object of his longing search from youth to 
manhood; and in this search his almost constant 
companion was the Bible. There he conversed with 
Patriarchs and Prophets, with the Lord Jesus and 
his Apostles, till he became most intimately imbvis^ 
1* Vci^ 
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with the contents of the Holy Scriptures. But, 
though every word of Inspiration was precious to 
him, his great desire was to know the mind of the 
Spirit, — the true harmony of the various parts of 
the divine records. He conversed extensively with 
esteemed religious teachers of various classes, but he 
found they were no physicians in his case. More and 
more, he was brought with child-like submissiveness 
to look to Christ as his only helper ; and thus, after 
a course of deep spiritual discipline, his eye was 
opened more fully to see in the light of the Holy 
Spirit, the character of his Saviour, and to rejoice in 
Him exceedingly. 

Having partaken largely of the spiritual baptism 
of his Lord, many divine truths were opened upon 
his mind with great clearness. Unshackled from 
human ties, and from all the religious systems of 
men, the great elements and characteristics of the 
Christian dispensation, in its native simplicity and 
purity, rose gradually before him. As he travelled 
onward in his experience, he found that what was 
from time to time xmfolded to his mind was in the 
frdlest harmony with Holy Writ. Many things in 
the so-called religious world now appeared to him in 
a new light, and grieved in spirit with its multiplied 
corruptions, he felt himself required by a divine im- 
pulse to proclaim to others the Truth which he had 
found to the blessedness of his own soul. His great 
mission was not to found a sect, but to speak truth to 
all, and to call all out of every untruth to the know- 
ledge for themselves, of Him, who is the Truth. The 
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acknowledgment of Christ with the lip as a divine 
person^ and the talking about faith in Him, and of 
his various oflices, were prevalent enough in many 
circles ; but the true belief in Him with the heart 
■unto righteousness — the acceptance of Him as the 
only Lord of the soul, and dependence upon Him for 
continual guidance by his Spirit — these were things 
which appeared to George Fox sadly deficient in his 
day. 

As the work of the Holy Spirit on the soul of man, 
is the great means by which it is stimulated and 
enabled to resist the world, the flesh, and the devil, so 
had all these powers combined to stultify its authority, 
and to give the name of Christianity to the dogmas or 
appointments of men, or too much to limit divine 
power to the agency of the inspired letter which the 
wisdom of man was so able to bend to its own pur- 
poses, but which his unassisted wisdom was wholly 
unable truly to unfold. He saw that the corruptions 
of the Christian Church had always been indicated 
by the increase of dependence tipon man, in the work 
of religion — "the priests of old time ruled by their 
means, and the people loved to have it so.'' Thesel 
words appeared to him descriptive of a great human 
tendency, forming part of those lusts of the flesh, 
against which the Holy Spirit ever waireth, and he 
spake much of that divine light given to man, by 
which the inward working of these lusts was mani- 
fested, and of that inward warfare with the soul's 
enemies, in which every one must be a soldier for 
himself, under Christ his Captain, — d<b\i<()X)3i<(sai% ^ 
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those arts which he saw to be so prevalent, by which 
man was persuaded that he could gain the crown, 
without enlisting under the banner of the cross. 
Man's alienation by nature from God, and his reluc- 
tance to come to Him in truth, notwithstanding the 
drawings of his love, and the free offers of his mercy 
in Christ, the propitiation for the sins of the world, 
were the basis of his appeals. He was eminently a 
preacher of the free grace of God to all who repent, 
and who, in subjection to his Spirit, truly come unto 
Christ. The experimental work of the Spirit in 
bringing the soul in living faith to Christ as its Lord 
and Saviour, was indeed the great theme of his 
ministry ; it was that which he felt himself called to 
urge upon all, that the foundation might be sound, 
and the superstructure solid. 

We do not hesitate then to say, that, however 
ignorant George Fox might be of many things which 
rank high in the worldly scale, he was a scribe well 
instructed, and that he was eminently qualified to 
know of Christ's doctrine, by an exemplary obedience 
and devotion to his will, and by an humble reliance 
upon his all-sufficient aid. " He had," says William 
Penn, " an extraordinary gift in opening the Scrip- 
tures. He would go to the marrow of things, and 
show the mind, harmony, and fulfilling of them, with 
much plainness, and great comfort and edification.'' 

The writings of such a man are an object of interest 
to the serious professor of religion of any name; but 
they have a peculiar and strong claim to attention 
from the members of that Society^ which he was in- 
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stminental in forming. The Epistles now presented 
to the reader exhibit this good man in one uniform 
character, that of a Christian Apostle, ever labouring 
to promote "glory to God in the highest — peace on 
earth — and good will to man." With what zeal he 
watched over every part of that flock of which he was 
more peculiarly a shepherd, will appear from these 
pastoral letters. But his Christian love and zeal were 
not confined by any sectarian boundaries ', they ex- 
tended to every part of the human family : and many 
of the letters evince a great desire for the extension 
of Christ's kingdom in the heathen world. He had 
himself been in the West Indies and North America, 
in both which countries the instruction of the African 
slaves in the great truths of the Gospel, and the im- 
provement of their condition, deeply interested him. 
The state of the Indians also claimed much of his 
attention. Looking upon the Gospel of Christ as 
adapted to the spiritual wants of man universally, his 
letters to his friends in America show how desirous 
he was that the Indians should be instructed in the 
truths of Christianity. The want of civilization does 
not appear to have occurred to him as an objection 
to the instruction of the Indians, in ^^that way 
wherein the wayfaring man though a fool need not 
err.'' "All Friends everywhere," says he, "all that 
have Indians or Blacks, are to preach the Gospel to 
them and other servants, if they be true Christians ; 
for the Gospel was to be preached to every creature. 
You must instruct and teach your Indians and negroes 
and all others^ that Christ by the gt^ice oi Q^q^ \a&\fc^ 
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death for every man, and gave himself a ransom for 
all men to be testified in due time ; and is the pro- 
pitiation for the sins of the whole world." 

The same enlarged views are evinced in his letters 
to the friends who, from being engaged in a seafaring 
life, had become captives on the coast of Africa. He 
wishes them to acquire the language of the Turks, 
that they may be able to communicate to them the 
glad tidings of salvation, by speaking, and by trans- 
lating books into their language. The horrors even 
of Algerine slavery appear to have been lessened in 
his view, by the hope that it might be the means of 
good to the captors. It seems that the captives were 
allowed to meet together for the purpose of divine 
worship. George Fox exhorts them to the firm sup- 
port of their Christian testimony, and in one letter 
observes : " I think you have more liberty to meet 
there than we have here, for they keep us out of 
our meetings, and cast us into prison, and spoil our 
goods." 

The religious Society of Friends was, at that time, 
a laborious, and in England, a very suffering body : 
many of the letters in the present collection are 
addressed to friends under persecution. These letters 
are remarkable for their high tone of Christian 
feeling. The sympathy of the writer towards the 
sufferers is, if possible, exceeded by his meekness 
towards the oppressors; and every feeling is subordi- 
nate to that of spreading the knowledge of the 
Truth, in the service of which he counted not his 
life dear. After urging upon some of his suffering 
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friends the steady support of their Christian princi- 
ples, he says: "I desire, however, that you walk 
wisely, gently, lovingly, meekly, and soberly to the 
magistrates and to all people, that they may have no 
occasion in any thing against you ; for the good must 
overcome the bad, as the apostle says, ^Overcome 
evil with good / and dwell in that love that can bear 
all things, and endure all things." 

The letters from which this Selection is made, 
were originally published with a Preface by George 
Whitehead, one of the earliest and most esteemed 
coadjutors of the writer. In this preface he notices 
some misrepresentation of his opinions, and gives 
some explanations of terms frequently used by George 
Fox, which claim a place in this Introduction. 

"I am concerned," says he, "to recommend the 
serious reading and perusal of the ensuing collection, 
unto all who sincerely desire the promotion of 
Christ's kingdom, and prosperity of his Church, in 
true love, union, and order, in and by Christ Jesus 
himself, the Head and Foundation thereof. 

"In many of the ensuing Epistles, he [G. Fox] 
often mentions the Seed, the Life, the Power of 
Grod, and the like ; whereby he intends no other than 
▼hat the Holy Scriptures testify of Christ; which, 
we know, he truly loved and esteemed, and was often 
conversant in reading of them, and had an excellent 
memory and spiritual sense thereof given him of the 
Lord. By the pure holy Seed, he meant and de- 
clared Christ, the promised Seed; wherein all the 
promises of God are yea and amen. AxA %& ^oV^^ns^ 
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is the Word of Life, the Word of Faith, He is that 
immortal and incorruptible Seed, of which all true 
and spiritual believers and children of the light are 
begotten to God, and bom again ; and which Seed, 
or Word of eternal life, abideth in him that is 
bom of God, and he sinneth not because thereof. — 
1 John iii. 

" This our deceased friend and servant of Jesus 
Christ truly testified of Him in all respects, both as 
oome in the flesh and in the spirit, both as Christ 
was and is our only Mediator and Advocate, and as 
He was and is God over all, blessed for ever ; whom 
he so dearly loved and honoured, and he often 
offered up his life, and deeply suffered for Him ; and 
that in dear and constant love to his seed, that a holy 
generation might be raised, strengthened and in- 
creased in the earth among the children of men. 
And his knowledge and ministry of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, being after the Spirit in life and power, did 
no ways imply any lessening of the dignity or glory 
of Christ, nor any defect of faith or love to Christ, 
as He came and suffered in the flesh for mankind ; 
as some adversaries have injuriously misrepresented 
and aspersed him ; for he highly esteemed Christ's 
Bufferings, death, resurrection, and glory ; and power- 
fully testified of the virtue, power, blessed and 
spiritual design, fruit, and effects thereof, as revealed 
and witnessed by his Holy Spirit." 

" Christ Jesus being our spiritual Rock, Founda- 
tion and Head, He is tmly precious to us and all trae 
believers, in all istates and conditions, both of his 
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humiHation, gloiy^ and dominion; his great grace 
and goodness appearing in those precious ministerial 
gifts given by Him (when he ascended up on high) 
for his ministry and Church. 

'^ And it is very observable, that though, to express 
Christ's lowly condition and appearance in the world, 
He is sometimes in Holy Scripture termed the Seed, 
his name is also ' called. Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace ; upon whose shoulders the government is laid ; 
and of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end.' — Isaiah ix. And it is most 
suitable to Christ's low, humble, and suffering con- 
dition, to make use of such instruments as are most 
like Himself in humility and lowliness of mind, 
although they be but low and mean in the world's 
eye and esteem. God is pleased to make choice of 
low, mean, and weak things, and of instruments 
contemptible in the eyes of the high and lofty ones 
of this world, to confound the wisdom of the world, 
according to 1 Cor. i. He chose poor shepherds to 
divulge that great evangelical truth of Christ's birth ; 
and certain women to preach that Gospel truth of his 
resurrection, {Luke ii. and xxiv.) and both from 
angelical testimony, as well as from their sight of 
Christ himself. Truth must not be rejected because 
of such instruments which God in his wisdom is 
pleased to employ in his work ; nor the day of small 
things despised: from small beginnings of good 
matters, great things, glorious attainments and per- 
fections, do spring. Glory, honour, and dominion, 
2 
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to our most gracious God, and to the Lamb on his 
throne, for ever and ever/' 

These extracts from G. Whitehead's preface may 
serve as a sufficient illustration of G. Fox's senti- 
ments on some points of Christian doctrine, in regard 
to which his soundness was so frequently impugned 
by his enemies, as the most ready mode of depre- 
ciating him in general esteem. It had been found in 
earlier times much easier to call a reformer a Gnostic^ 
or a Manichee, than to dispute his doctrine or con- 
demn his life ; and such is the effect of bold assertion; 
that, though so often contradicted and disproved, the 
charge of denying the Divinity of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and of undervaluing his various 
offices, as our Mediator, Intercessor, and Redeemer, 
has yet hardly lost its influence on our Christian 
brethren of other Societies. 

Indeed, we must not be surprised, if, in the steady 
maintenance of the principles which are at the root 
of our separation from other religious communities, 
we are to a considerable extent misunderstood, or 
even maligned. A people holding so decidedly the 
spiritual character of Christianity, and rejecting 
those outward rites which most deem either impor- 
tant or essential (though we fully maintain the truths 
which those rites profess to embody) must be ob- 
noxious to much undeserved reproach. To some it 
appears that we are wilfully blind and unworthy of | 
the name of Christian; whilst others judge us more 
gently and charitably, though very imperfectly esti- 
mating the real matter of our testimony. We believe^ 
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however^ there are those among our Christian brethren 
of other communities^ and that the number is in- 
creasingy who do to a considerable extent appreciate 
the grounds of our separation^ and acknowledge the 
accordance of many of our views with the purest 
state of the Christian Church. 

The adherence to a confession of faith in very 
nearly the words of Scripture, and the abandonment 
of certain terms of scholastic theology which had 
become as a sort of shibboleth of orthodoxy, may 
probably have led persons attached to those expres- 
sions, to suspect a much greater deviation from their 
own sentiments than actually existed. It may be 
said of the early Friends, as Erasmus observes of the 
primitive Christians, that they were afraid to pro^ 
nounce of God any thing but what was plainly 
expressed in the Sacred Writings; and it is worthy 
of observation, in the history of the Church, how 
creeds became enlarged, and became less and less 
scriptural, as Christian piety decayed, and the sim- 
plicity of the faith was corrupted. 

In conclusion I would observe, that the desire to 
give 2i,full and fair view of the author's opinions as 
expressed in his letters, may have led in some in- 
stances to an unnecessary repetition 3 but as the 
frequent recurrence of particular sentiments marks 
the high estimation which they hold in the writer's 
mind, it seemed needful for the purpose of exhibiting 
his views feirly, to give, to a considerable extent, the 
reiterations which were found in the original work. 
Whilst anxious to present, in the following extracts. 
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a fair speoimen of the Epistles of George Fox, I have 
not thought it a departure from this principle to 
make a few alterations in the text, by the omission 
and occasional transposition of words in a sentence, 
where it did not in any degree alter the sense ; by 
correcting some grammatical inaccuracies ; and occa- 
sionally by the alteration of an antiquated word. 

S. TUKE. 
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1652. 
To all you, my dear Friends, who have tasted of 
the immediate working power of the Lord, and do 
find an alteration in yonr minds, and do see &om 
whence virtue doth come and strength, that doth 
renew the inward man, and doth refresh you; which 
draws you in love to forsake the world, and that which 
hath form and beauty in it to the eye of the world ; 
and hath turned your minds within, which see your 
houses foul, and corruptions strong, and the way 
narrow and strait which leads to life eternal; to 
you all I say, wait upon God in that which is pure. 
Though you see little, and know little, and have little, 
and see your emptiness, and see your nakedness, and 
barrenness, and unfruitfdlness, and see the hardness 
of your hearts, and your own unworthiness ; it is the 
Light that discovers all this, and the love of Grod to 
you, and it is that which is immediate, but the dark 
understanding cannot comprehend it. So, wait upon 

(21) 
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God in that which is pure, in your measure, and stand 
still in it every one, to see your Saviour, to make you 
free from that which the Light doth discover to you 
to be evil. For the voice of the Bridegroom is heard 
in our land ; and Christ is come amongst the prisoners, 
to visit them in the prison-houses; they have all 
hopes of releasement and free pardon, and to come 
out freely, for the debt is paid ; wait for the mani- 
festation of it, and he that comes out of prison shall 
reign. 

So meet together, all ye that fear the Lord God, 
and think upon his Name. His mercies endure for 
ever; his mercies are in temptations and troubles; 
his mercies are in afflictions, in reproaches and in 
scorns. Therefore rejoice, ye simple ones, which 
love simplicity, and meet and wait together to receive 
'strength and wisdom from the Lord God; and in 
departing from sin and evil, ye will be able to speak 
to the praise of the Lord. And meeting and waiting 
in his power, which ye have received, in it all to 
improve your measure, that God hath given you ; for 
ye never improve your measure, so long as ye rely 
Upon any visible thing without you; but when ye 
come alone to wait upon God, ye shall every one have 
a reward according to your, deserts, and every one 
your penny, who are called into the vineyard to 
labour. Therefore be faithful to God, and mind that 
which is committed to you, as faithful servants, 
labouring in love ; some threshing, and some plough- 
ing, and some to keep the sheep : he that can receive 
this let him : and all to watch over one another in 
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the Spirit of God. So God Almighty bless, guide, 
and prosper you unto his kingdom, where there is no 
tribulation. G. F. 



Dear Friends, 1652. 

Prize your time, and the love of the Lord to youi 
souls, above all things ; and mind that Light in you, 
that shows you sin and evil ; which checks you, when 
ye speak an evil word, and tells you that ye should 
not be proud, nor wanton, nor fashion yourselves like 
unto the world; for \hQ fashion of this world passeth 
away. And if ye hearken to that, it will keep you 
in a humbleness of mind, and lowliness of heart, and 
turn your minds within, to wait upon the Lord, to be 
guided by it ; and bring you to lay aside all sin and 
evil, and keep you faithful to the Lord ; and bring 
you to wait on Him for teaching, till an entrance 
thereof be made to your souls, and refreshment come 
to them from the presence of the Lord. 

If ye hearken to the Light in you, it will not suffer 
you to conform to the evil ways, customs, fashions, 
delights, and vanities of the world ; it will lead you 
to purity, to holiness, to uprightness, even to the 
Lord. Dear hearts, hearken to it, to be guided by 
it : for if ye love the light, ye love Christ ; if ye hate 
that, ye hate Christ. Therefore in the Name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ consider of it; and the Lord open 
your understandings to know Him ! G. F. 
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To all Friends everywhere. 

1653. 

Dwell in the Truth, and walk in the love of the 
Truth, in patience, and every one in your measure 
keep your habitations, and learn that good lesson of 
Jesus Christ, to he low and meek in hearty giving no 
occasion to the adversary by evil doing. But walk 
all honestly and uprightly ; for the upright and meek 
in heart know God, and God delights in the upright 
and righteo.us. Thus walking, ye will be bold as 
lions, resisting the wicked with your spiritual weapons, 
not by bloody hands, as the wicked are tearing and 
rending the just that dwell in the Truth. For the 
lions want, and hunger, and rage, hut ye that fear 
the Lord shall want no good thing ; and they that 
wait upon the Lord, he will give them their hearts^ 
desire. I witness the words of the Lord to be true, 
praised be His name. 

Oh Friends ! dwell in the fear of the Lord, and 
take heed of presumption, that your minds run not 
out into vanity and lightness, that the world may not 
take occasion, and the Truth suffer; but every one 
keep your habitation, where God hath called you, 
and take heed of deceit, and form nothing in your 
own wills or minds: but, putting off the old man 
with his deeds, grow up in the inner man, as trees 
of righteousness which the Lord hath planted, grow- 
ing in wisdom and understanding to do the will of 
Qtody and not your own wills. 

He that doth the will of God, abideth in that 
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which endureth for ever^ and seeth all flesh to be as 
grass, and the glory of the world to pass away. Woe 
nnto you proud men, who compass the earth to set 
your nests on high ; all your gods of gold and silver 
most perish, and that mind that holds them up, must 
perish. But all Friends, mind that which is eternal, 
which gathers your hearts together up to the Lord, 
and lets you see that ye are written in one another's 
hearts ; meet together everywhere, growing up in the 
Spirit to the Lord, the Fountain of life, the Head of 
all things, God blessed for ever ! Let not hard words 
trouble you, nor fair speeches win you ; but dwell in 
the power of Truth, in the mighty God, and have 
salt in yourselves to savour all words, and to stand 
against all the wiles of the devil, in the mighty 
power of God. G. F. 



To all my dear friends and brethren everywhere. 

1653. 

He that hath the Son of Qod, hath life ) all that 
have not the Son of God, have not life. The Son 
of God is He, who makes free from all sin, and is 
come to deface and destroy the image of the devil, 
and to renew us up in the image of God ) and so to 
bring us to walk in righteousness. Praises be unto 
the glorious God for ever, who has sent his Son into 
the world, to take away the sins of the world. 

And all Friends, walk worthy of your calling in 
all holiness, for holiness becomes the saints ] without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord. And every one 
3 
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improve your talents, labouring in the vineyard, 
dressing in the Lord's vineyard, that ye may be found 
faithful servants, and all walking in love to God, and 
one to another. 

So, God Almighty be with you all I the dew of 
heaven is falling upon you to water the tender plants, 
and the blessing of God be amongst you, which 
showers down amongst you I The heavenly joy fill 
your hearts, and comfort you in the inward man in 
all tribulations. The glorious light is shining, the 
immortal is bringing forth out of death ; the prisoners 
have hope of their pardon, the debt being paid, and 
they freely purchased by Christ's blood ; and He is 
come into the prison-houses ; the prisoners begin to 
sing in hope of their eternal freedom, leaping for joy 
of heart ; and the dumb tongue shall sing praises. 

G. F. 



Friends, 1653. 

All ye who live in sin, know not God ; and you 
who are disobedient, and hold the Truth in unright- 
eousness, the wrath of God abides upon you. All ye 
that work iniquity, and live and die in that, are to 
depart from God as cursed, to everlasting punish- 
ment ; where then will ye find Him that ye talk of 
with your mouths, and call your Saviour ? To you 
that live in your vain, wicked, profene ways, and take 
him to be your cloak, and say ye are redeemed by 
Him, and live in your wickedness, Go ye cursed. He 
will say, 1 know you not : plagues, woe, and misery 
"ill be poured upon you all. Let every one that 



EPISTLES OF GEORGE FOX. 27 

nameth the name of the Lord^ depart from iniquity. 
None can call Him Lord, but by the Holy Ghost ^ 
and where the Holy Ghost is come, there He is Lord 
and King. 

The Lord is King in his saints, He guards them, 
and guides them with his mighty power, into his 
kingdom of glory and eternal rest, where they find 
joy, and peace, and rest eternal. All glory and praise 
be to the Lord God Almighty for ever ! ' G. F. 



To Friends, concerning the Cross of Christ, the Power 

of God, that leads out of the world, to the world 

that is without end, 

1653. 

The cross being minded, it makes a separation from 
all other lovers, and brings to God ; and the ground 
of evil thoughts comes to be opened; which cross 
overturns the world in the heart, and must be taken 
up by all who follow Jesus Christ, out of the world 
which hath an end, into the world which is without 
end. All the evil things of the world must be 
denied : for he who loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him ; but where the world is stand- 
ing, the cross is not lived in. But dwelling in the 
cross to the world, here the love of God is shed 
abroad in the heart, and the way is opened into the 
inheritance which fades not away; where nothing 
shall enter which is defiled. For Gt)d is not seen, 
but in the eternal Light, from whence all pure wisdom 
comes : this treasure is not seen, but with the spiritual 
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eye ; nor received but with the pure in heart, and by 
those who dwell and abide in the eternal Light. But 
the carnal heart may get the words from them who 
had received the wisdom, and who dwelt in the fear 
of the Lord; but they who live without the fear, 
may get their words, and yet know not wisdom's 
gate, fix)m whence those words proceeded, having the 
old bottle. Watch all therefore, and see what ye do 
possess : for all who gave forth the Holy Scripture, 
who dwelt in the fear of God, they possessed the 
life, which those words proceeded from; and the 
secrets of the Lord were with them. Therefore all 
in your measure, which is of God, wait that it may 
guide your minds up to God, and follow it and not 
your evil desires, nor the lusts of the world; for the 
fear of the Lord will keep your hearts clean, and the 
true wisdom will be with you in the pure heart. 

G. F. 



To Friends in the Ministry. 

1654. 

All Friends, who are moved of the Lord to speak 
the word of the Lord, whom the Lord hath made to 
be his mouth, speak not your own words to feed the 
sensual part of man, in your own wills; for there 
God is not honoured, and wisdom is not justified. 

Therefore be servants to the Truth, and do not 
strive for mastery, but serve one another in love. 
Wash one another's feet ; take Christ for your exam- 
ple, that I may hear of no strife among you. There- 
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fore mind not liigh things, but fear, and condescend 
to men of low degree ; for the fear of the Lord keeps 
the heart clean, and the pure in heart sees Grod. 

And friends, spread yourselves abroad, that you 
may be serviceable for the Lord and His Truth. And 
Him who was promised to be the Covenant of God 
to the Gentiles, and the New Covenant to the Jews, 
hold forth to them both ; that all may know Him to 
be their Leader to God, and the prisoner to come 
forth unto Him. 

Love the Truth more than all, and go on in the 
mighty power of God, as good soldiers of Christ, well 
fixed in His glorious gospel, and in His word and 
power; that you may know Him, the life and salva- 
tion, and bring up others into it. G. F. 



To seek the kingdom of God first. 

1654. 
Friends, seek the kingdom of Grod first, and the 
righteousness thereof; and those things, what ye shall 
eatf and what ye shaU drink, and wherewith ye shall 
he clothed, will be added, and will follow. Therefore 
take no thought what ye shall eat, nor what ye shall 
drink, nor wherewithal ye shall be clothed ; for the 
Gentiles seek a^r these things, who seek not after 
the kingdom of God, and the righteousness of it : 
but seek ye first the kingdom of God, and the right- ^ 
eousness of it. And consider the lilies of the field, 
and who clothes the earth with grass, and who feeds 
the young ravens when they cry. And the kingdom 
3* 
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of heaven being souglit after, and tlie righteousness 
of it, he that is here, lives out of the creatures up 
to the Creator, which distinguishes him from the 
people of the world, who take thought (which thoughts 
they live in) what they shall eat, what they shall 
drinkj and what they shall put on. And they that 
be there, are out of the wisdom of God, which the 
saints are in, that have sought and found the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness; which wisdom 
brings them to use the creatures to his glory; whether 
they eat, or whether they drink, all is done to the 
praise and glory of God. Such as abide there can 
do nothing against the Truth, which Truth hath made 
them free indeed ; who are come into the kingdom 
of the dear Son of God, which is without end, who 
reigneth over the kingdoms of the world. G. F. 



Friends, 1655. 

Encourage not your wives nor children in the 
world's honour ; for that in you which would do so is 
carnal, and the carnal mind is not subject to the law 
of God. K ye do mind that which is of God in you, 
it will draw you up to God, out of the world's 
honour, and friendship, and words, and ways, and 
fellowships, and preferments, customs and fashions, 
up to God's everlasting kingdom, where is everlasting 
joy for evermore. G. F. 
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Concerning the Light, 

1655. 
All friends everywhere, k^ep your meetings, wait- 
ing in the light which doth come from the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; so will you receive power from Him, 
and have the refreshing springs of life opened to your 
souls, and be kept sensible of the tender mercies of 
the Lord. And know one another in the life, and in 
the power, which comes from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is your Light, who is your Life ; that ye may all 
in the life see Christ to reign in you, who is the 
Truth, from whence ye have light. Here the old 
serpent is chained, and put into the bottomless pit, 
and Christ is known to reign, and ye to reign with 
Him ; heirs with Him, joint heirs, and heirs of God. 
Here is the dominion received and witnessed of the 
world that is without end, and the promise of life 
from the Father of life, to you who are turned to the 
Son, who is tl^e way to the Father, who is the 
Mediator between the Father and you. All wait to 
receive the everlasting Priest, the everlasting Cove- 
nant of God, of light, life, and peace; into which 
Covenant, no sin, no darkness nor death comes ; but 
the blessing of the only wise God, the Father of 
Life, here is known, where no earthly man can 
approach. But he that is of God, knows God's 
truth ; and he that is of the devil, doth his lusts, who 
was a murderer from the beginning, in whom is no 
truth, who in it abode not. So he it is that speaks 
a lie^ and speaks of himself; and not God's word; for 
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he is out of the truth. But ye that be turned to the 
light, walk in the light, walk in the truth, where no 
darkness is ; with which light, that never changeth^ 
ye may come to see that which was in the beginning, 
before the world was, where there is no shadow nor 
darkness. In which light as you wait, ye will come 
to receive into your hearts the word of faith, which 
reconciles to Grod,'and is as a hammer, to beat down 
all that is contrary; and as a sword, to divide the 
precious from the vile ; and as a fire, to bum up that 
which is contrary to the precious : which word is pure, 
and endureth for ever ; which was in the beginning, 
and is now again witnessed and made manifest. 

So, friends, keep your meetings; and as ye are 
moved of the Lord, be obedient to Him, and keep 
your habitations. And be not troubled : but look at 
that which giveth you to see over the world. So the 
Lord God Almighty preserve you all to his glory I 
Amen. Gt. F. 



Dear Brethren, 1656. 

In the mighty power of God go on, preaching the 
gospel to every creature, and discipling them in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In the 
Name of Christ preach the mighty day of the Lord, 
to all the consciences of them who have lain long in 
darkness and under its chain, where the light shined, 
but the darkness could not comprehend it. Go on to 
plant a vineyard, and to plough, that ye may eat the 
fruit thereof; and to plant in hope, and to thre^ in 
hope : that ye may be made partakers of your hope, 
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and to thresh out the corn^ that the wind may scatter 

the chaffy that the com may be gathered into the 

bam. So, in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ 

preach the everlasting Grospel, that by his power the 

sick may be healed, the leprous cleansed, the dead 

raised, the blind eyes opened, and the devils cast out. 

In the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ go on, that 

that of Grod in all consciences may witness, that ye 

are sent of God, and are of God ; and so according 

to that speak, to bring up all unto the Head, Christ, 

and into the life, which gave forth the Scriptures; 

for there is the unity, and out of it is the confusion. 

Sound, sound the trumpet abroad ye valiant soldiers 

of Christ's kingdom, of which there is no end ! all 

the antichrists in the kingdoms of fallen men are up 

in arms against Christ. . G. F. 



Dear Friends, 1656. 

Exhort all your families at times and seasons, 
whether they be servants or children, that they may 
be informed in the Truth. For when ye were pro- 
fessors, many of you did exhort and instruct them 
in the form, when ye had not the power : and there- 
fore now being brought into the Truth, ye should be 
more diligent to exhort, admonish, and instruct them. 

G. F. 

All Friends everywhere, do not delight in apparel, 
do not delight in the creature more than the Creator. 
Trust not in uncertain riches, which fade and pass 
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iiway; but trust in the liying God, and love tlie 
riches that endure, and fade not away. Delight not 
in the world that ends, but in the world that hath no 
end ; that there ye may all come to haye an assurance 
of the endless life. Ot, F. 



To all Friends J to keep in the power of God^ out of 

the cares of the world. 

All Friends, 1656. 

To that which is pure, take heed that all your 
minds may be kept up to God, who is pure ; that as 
the lily ye all may grow, and receive wisdom from 
God, how to use the creatures in their places, to the 
glory of Him that created them. For woe is unto 
you, that lay up for the latter day with covetousness ; 
ye act in that nature contrary to the light, taking 
thought for to-morrow, lohat ye shall eat^ and what 
ye shall drinJcj and whe^ ye shall put on. Look at 
the life, which is more than food, and the body, which 
is more than raiment; and consider the lilies and 
ravens, and who feedeth them, and clotheth the earth : 
that ye may stand in the faith, and with it may come 
to see Him who is invisible. And that keeps down 
the covetous and the fleshly principle, and that which 
would run out into the observation of days : and that 
keeps the life up, out of the earth, and keeps from 
trusting in the riches, that be uncertain, and brings 
to trust in God, who is living, who is the condemnor 
of all the gods, who have eyes, and see not; who 
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keep people under their dominion from the light. 
But all who take heed to the light see God, who is 
living, who seeth all things. G. F. 



Friends, 1657. 

Ye that are the prjsoners of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in outward bonds, who witness Him by whom the 
world was made, who is the King of saints, and who 
are His, and come under His dominion and govern- 
ment, ye are not your own ; but purchased with his 
blood, which washes and makes you clean, and justi- 
fies, whose bodies are his temple. Though He suffers 
you to be imprisoned, yet in His power your bodies 
are kept, and your spirits also ; ye standing witnesses 
for your Master, for your King, for your Prophet, for 
your covenant of light, for your wisdom of God, 
(Him by whom all things were made,) for the word 
and power, by which all things were made and upheld 
against the powers of darkness, which cannot bind, 
stop, nor limit the unlimited power, which is over it, 
and comprehends it. Therefore mind the word of 
6od, ye children of the Light, mind the word of the 
Lord, which is as a hammer, and as a fire, and sharper 
Uian a two-edged sword. And ye who are the Lord's, 
are not your own; but they who are in their own 
time, see not the time which is in the Father's hand ; 
Uieir time is always, and they do their own works, 
and not the works of God, which the Son of God did. 

G. F. 
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An Exhortation to fervent Prater and stedfast Faith^ 
in time of the greatest troubles and exercises, 

1657. 

my dear friends and brethren everywhere ! let 
all your cries and prayers be to tbe Lord in single- 
ness of heart, in his Spirit and power, and in belief 
in Grod through Christ, to receive what ye pray for I 
For the Lord's ears are open to the cries of His poor 
and afflicted ones. So, day and night let your cries 
be to Him, who will keep you in all distresses. For 
in your afflictions Christ is afflicted, and in all your 
oppressions He is oppressed, and in all your imprison- 
ments He is imprisoned, and in all your sufferings 
He suffereth, and in all your persecutions He is per- 
secuted : Sauly Saul, why persecutest thou Me f said 
Christ. 

And be moderate and chaste in all your families, 
and in all your imprisonments keep in the fast to the 
Lord, which breaks down the bond of iniquity, by 
which every one's health groweth. And ye may also 
see, how Christ Jesus encourages to pray, (Mark xiii.) 
" Take ye heed, watch and pray : and what I say unto 
one, I sgy unto all, watch." And in Luke xi. 5—13, 
wherein He further encourages to pray, where Christ 
saith : " Which of you shall have a friend, and shall 
go unto him at midnight, and say unto him. Friend, 
lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine in his 
journey is come to me, and I have nothing to set 
before him. And he from within shall answer and 
say : Trouble me not, the door is now shut, and my 
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^uildren are with me in bed, I cannot rise and give 
thee. I say unto you, though he will not rise, and 
give him, because he is his friend, yet because of his 
importunity he will rise, and give him as many as he 
needeth. And I say unto you, ask, and it shall be 
given you: seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you : for every one that asketh 
receiveth ; and he that seeketh findeth ; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened.'' And upon this 
Christ encourages to knock, pray and seek : for " if a 
son shall ask bread of any of you, that is a father, 
will he give him a stone ? Or if he ask a fish, will 
he for a fish give him a serpent ; Or if he shall ask 
an egg, will he give him a scorpion ? If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him." And 
further he encourages to pray, Luke xviii. "He 
spake a parable unto them, that men ought always to 
pray, and not to faint, saying : There was in a city a 
judge, that feared not Q-od, neither regarded man. 
And there was a widow in that city, and she came to 
him, and said, avenge me of mine adversary ; and he 
would not for a while. But afterwards he said within 
himself. Though I fear not God, nor regard man ; yet 
because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, 
lest by her continual coming she weary me. And 
the Lord said, hear what the unjust judge saith ; and 
shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day 
and night unto Him, though he bear long with them ? 
I tell you, that He will avenge them speedily." Here 
4 
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mind the promise of Christ, that doth not change, 
but will be fulfilled. 

And Christ distinguishes in a parable between a 
pharisee, who was a public praying man, and a publi- 
can, that stood afar off, and cried for mercy; who, 
being in the fear, was more justified than the phari- 
see, who was in the public praying. So pray in the 
Spirit and in the faith, nothing wavering nor doubting. 
And seek and watch in the spirit, every one in your 
measures that ye have received, and therein to be 
preserved ; and Christ the life will open to you. So 
ask in faith, that gives the victory over the wavering, 
doubting nature. And whatsoever ye ask believing, 
it will be given unto you; it is Christ's promise, 
John xiv. 13, 14. For Christ saith, "Whatsoever 
ye ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it. If ye love me, keep 
my commandments." So, every one's prayers are 
assured unto them, and their requests effectual in 
their obedience, and loving Christ, and keeping his 
commandments. G. F. 



To Friends beyond Sea, that have Blacks and 

Indian Slaves. 
Dear Friends, 1657. 

I am moved to write these things to you in all the 
plantations. God that made the world, and all things 
therein, and giveth life and breath to all, is the God 
of the spirits of all flesh, and is no respecter of per^ 
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sons ; but whosoever feareth Him, and worketh riglit- 
eousness, is accepted of Him. And He hath made 
all nations of one blood, to dwell upon the face of the 
earth, and his eyes are over all the works of his 
hands, and seeth every thing that is done under the 
whole heavens ; and the earth is the Lord's, and the 
fulness thereof. And He causeth the rain to fall 
upon the just and upon the unjust, and also He 
causeth the sun to shine upon the just and the 
unjust; and He commands to love all men; for 
Christ so loved all, that He died for sinners. And 
this is God's love to the world, in giving his Son into 
the world, that whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish. And He doth enlighten every man that 
Cometh into the world, that they might believe in the 
Son. And the gospel is preached to every creature 
under heaven; which is the power that giveth 
liberty and freedom, and is glad tidings to every 
captivated creature under the whole heavens. And 
the word of God is in the heart and mouth. For 
Christ is given for a covenant of the people, and a 
light to the Gentiles, and to enlighten them ; who is 
the glory of Israel, and God's salvation to the ends 
of the earth. And so, ye are to have the mind of 
Christ, and to be merciful, as your Heavenly Father 
is merciful. G. F. 



40 BELECTIONS FROM THE 

To Friends to serve one another in love^ in outward 

things. 

My dear Friends, 1659. 

In the order and wisdom of life order all things to 
God's glory, and dwell in the love of God together, 
all serving one another in love, and in the life of the 
Truth; and ye that give to the poor, lend to the 
Lord, and He will give you again with advantage. 
And so, be ye fruitftd in every good work, and be 
subject one to another in the fear of the Lord, and 
do that which yc do, in love and peace ; and in that 
keep in the authority and power of God, in kindness. 
And keep down, and be master over all passion, and 
the hasty and cross spirits, and sUence that which is 
sudden; and let love have the pre-eminence ip all 
and over all. And provoke one another to love and 
to good works, and be diligent in all your places ; 
that ye may be a good savour in the hearts of all, 
and that the Truth may flow over all. And encour- 
age one another to seek out the poor, and sick, and 
fatherless, and widow, and imprisoned, and make up 
their necessities and wants ; then there will be nothing 
lacking. That the Lord God may be honoured in and 
by you all, and ye all may be preserved in his power 
and life to his glory. For your bestowing of outward 
things to such as stand in need, is the least love, and 
things of little value, in comparison to the things that 
are above and immortal. And so, keep over all in 
which ye have the blessing poured upon you from the 
Lord God, to clothe and cover you. G. F. 
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Friends, 1659. 

Which have known and tasted of the power of the 
mighty God of heaven and earth, and of his light 
and life, be faithful in the power, light, life, and 
truth, to the spreading of the Truth abroad; with 
which ye may answer the truth in the inward parts 
m every one. And dwell in that which binds and 
chains, and gives to see over the world ; that life, 
wisdom, and power may reign among you. Be faithful, 
and spread the Truth abroad, and walk in the wisdom 
of God ; answering that of God in every one : and 
write, speak, and send books abroad into the countries, 
and islands, and nations, or main land, as ye are 
moved ; that the sound of the trumpet of the Lord's 
host may be heard in the nations and islands. So, 
the God of love, life, and power, and wisdom be with 
you? And ye that are turned to the Light, and 
gathered into it, meet together, and keep your meet- 
ings, that ye may feel and see the life of God among 
you, and know that in one another ; for that keeps 
down and lays low all that which is out of the king- 
dom. They who are turned to the Light, Christ Jesus, 
to the Immanuel, they know the interpretation thereof, 
God with us ; who redeems out of transgression, and 
out of death, darkness, and sin. G. F. 



JP. S* If any have friends or relations beyond sea, 

send them books or papers, and be diligent to spread' 

the Truth ; and send Latin books, or French books, 

or other books to Leghorn, France, Poland, Italy, 

Norway, Low Countries, &c. 
4* 
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To Friends in Neto England and Virginia. 
My dear Friends, 1659. 

Robert Hodson, William Robinson, Marmaduke 
Stevenson, Peter Pearson, William Brend, William 
Ledra, and the rest of Friends in New England and 
Virginia, be faithful to the Lord in the truth of the 
Lord God, and in His power and wisdom be valiant 
for it upon the earth, and spread it abroad and con- 
found deceit. And go on in peace, and love, and 
unity one with another, and keep in the wisdom of the 
Lord God ; that ye may be answerable to the witness 
in every one to whom ye preach. And to all nations 
of mankind the everlasting Gospel, the power of God, 
is to be preached, through which life and immortality 
shall come to light ) in which power is the fellowship. 
Therefore this is the word of the Lord God to you 
all, those that are convinced by the power of the 
Lord God, and the light, let them dwell in it, in which 
they may have unity. For the Lord hath a Seed that 
ways, if ye in patience all of you wait, and do not 
matter the weather, the storms, the winds, the hail, 
the rain, wherein ye are to sow the seed, nor the rough 
ground that is to be tilled. For the husbandman waits 
patiently, after the seed is sown ; there is a winter, 
before the summer comes. And there must be a great 
work, before the misty heathen be cleared in their 
understandings, (that are so naturally,) and the dark 
air be driven back, and the Prince of Life and Light 
be witnessed. So, live in patience and in peace, and 
in the weighty wisdom of God, and then ye will see the 
end of all frothy spirits, that will not abide the trial. 

G.F. 
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P. S. — The Lord is king over all the earth, and 
Christ hath all power in heaven and in the earth ; and 
He is King of kings and Lord of lords : let Him rule 
and reign in all your hearts by faith, and exalt Him 
in the land, and in your assemblies. 



The Line of Righteousness and Justice stretched forth 

over all Merchants^ dec. 

All Friends everywhere, 1661. 

Govern and order with God's wisdom all the 
creatures that ye have under you, and all exchangings, 
merchandizing, husbandry. Do what ye do in the 
wisdom of God, and with it, which is pure from 
above, and gentle, and easy to be entreated. With 
this wisdom (which is not earthly, sensual, nor 
devilish) you do good unto all, and hurt no one, nor 
yourselves ; for it is pure and preserves pure. 

So, this is the word of the Lord God to you all ; 
keep all in the power of God over all the unrighteous 
world. In which power of God ye will be preserved 
in justice, in Truth, in equal balance, and weights, 
and measures, uprightness and honesty to all people. 
So all here in this are serviceable to God in their 
generation, and to the creation. Do rightly, that is 
the word of the Lord God to you all, whether ye be 
tradesmen, of what calling or profession, or sort 
soever, or husbandmen: do rightly, justly, truly, 
holily, equally to all people in all things ; and that is 
according to that of God in every man, and the 
witness of God, and the wisdom of God, and the Uf^ 
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of God in yourselves ; and there ye are serviceable in 
your generation, labouring in the thing that is good, 
which doth not spoil, nor destroy, nor waste the 
creation upon the lusts. 

And all merchants whatsoever, seamen, and traffic- 
ers by sea or land ; this is the word of the Lord God 
to you all : do justly^ and speak truly to all people 
whatsoever : then are ye a dread and terror to the 
unjust. Wrong no man, over-reach no man, (if it 
may be never so much to your advantage,) but be 
plain, righteous, and holy; in this are ye serviceable 
to your own nation and others, by your change and 
exchanging of things and merchandize, and to the 
Lord God ye come to be a blessing in the creation 
and generation. Live in the life of Truth, and let the 
Truth speak in all things^ and righteousness ; and let 
justice he acted, and holiness in all things, without 
any guile, fraud, or deceit ; so, that is well pleasing 
to God and men, and according to that of God in 
every one. And this showeth forth the fruits of 
believers, that are passed from death to life; from 
death, which came by sin, the original of which is 
the devil. Now, in the Truth and righteousness ye 
will all have peace, favour, and the blessing of the 
Lord in all things. And that keepeth out the covet- 
ous mind, and covetous desires ; that which keepeth 
over this, hath the blessing and increase of the 
heavenly riches; and shall not want the creatures, 
nor will the Lord withhold any good thing from 
them. So, be careful to do good in all things to all 
•^eople whatsoever : in the fear of God serve Him, 



EPISTLES OF GEORGE FOX. 45 

and be diligent^ and not stubborn in anything^ but 
pliable in the power of God, that keeps you over all 
the powers of unrighteousness; acting so in that, 
that ye may be a good savour in all nations, islands, 
and places where ye come, in the hearts of all people ; 
doing truly and plainly, uprightly, faithfully, justly, 
and hionestly, according to the Light of Christ Jesus 
in every man ; that ye may witness to all. Then will 
your words, lives, and conversations preach and mani- 
fest, that ye serve God in the new life ; and that ye 
have put off the old man and his deeds, which are 
unrighteous ; and that ye have put on the New Man^ 
which is renewed after God in righteousness and 
holiness, according to his image. 

Loathe deceit and all unrighteousness, hard-heart- 
edness, wronging, cozening, cheating or unjust deal- 
ing; but live and reign in the righteous life and 
power of God, and wisdom, that presseth all the other 
down, and to answer the good and just principle in 
all people ; and that will win people to deal with you, 
doing truth to all, without respect to persons; to 
high or low, young or old, rich or poor : and so here 
your lives and words will preach wherever ye come. 

All husbandmen and dealers about husbandry 
whatsoever, cattle or ground, to you all this is the 
word of the Lord God; do rightly, holily, justly, 
honestly, plainly, and truly to all men and people, 
whomsoever ye have to deal withal ; wrong not any in 
any case, though it be never so much to your advan- 
tage. Deny yourselves, and live in the cross of 
Christ, the power of God, for that destroys ui\uat\a^% 
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and without holiness none can ever see the Lord ; 
and out of righteousness there is no true peace. 
Therefore all, of what sort soever, or what calling 
soever, do justly, whether ye be masters or servants, 
fathers or mothers, sons or daughters, to one another, 
and to all, do that which is just and righteous, 
uprightly and holily; in that you will have peace, 
and see God. 

So in all husbandry, speak truth, act truth, doing 
justly and uprightly in all your actions, in all your 
practices, in all your words, in all your dealings, 
buyings, sellings, changings, and commerce with 
people, let Truth be the head, and practice it. This 
brings righteousness forth, and deceit to the judgment 
lar. In this ye answer the Light of Christ in every 
one, and are blessings to the Lord Grod, and to your 
generation ye are serviceable ; and come to walk in 
the new Life, in which the righteous, holy God is 
served. Li which righteousness ye have peace ; and 
in which holiness ye see God : for the kingdom of 
God stands in righteousness, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. 

So all friends of what calling soever, dwell in the 
power of God, and feel the power of G^d, and the light 
of Christ Jesus ; dwell in that, act in that ; that ye may 
answer that of God in every one upon the earth, with 
your actions, and by your conversations, and by your 
words, being right, just, and true. This goes over the 
unjust, untrue, unholy, and unrighteous in the whole 
world ; and reacheth to the good and true principle of 
Uod p[i all people, which tells them when they do not do 
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equally, justly, righteously, and holily. So, let your 
lives preach, let your light shine, that your works 
may be seen, that your father may be glorified ; that 
your fruits may be unto holiness, and that your end 
may be everlasting life. 

And all, of what trade or calling soever, keep out 
of debts : owe to no man anything but love. Go not 
beyond your estates, lest ye bring yourselves to 
trouble, and cumber, and a snare ; keep low and down 
in all things ye act. For a man that would be great, 
and goes beyond his estate, lifts himself up, runs into 
debt, and lives highly on other men's means ; he is a 
waster of other men's, and a destroyer. He is not 
serviceable to the creation, but a destroyer of the 
creation and creatures, and cumbereth himself and 
troubleth others, and is lifted up. He would appear 
to be somebody *, but being gone from the honest, the 
just and good, falls into the shame. Therefore dwell 
every one of you (that know redemption from the 
earth) under your own vine, and seek not to be great, 
but in that ; and dwell in the truth, justice, right- 
eousness, and holiness; and there is the blessing 
enlarged. 

So in that power, wisdom, and strength, that gives 
you dominion over all, and to answer that of God in 
all, the love and power of the Lord Jesus Christ 
preserve and keep you all in his wisdom, life, seed, 
and dominion, that to Him ye may be a blessing, and 
a good savour in the hearts of all people. And let 
all your actions and words be one with the witness 
of God in all people. Amen. 
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And let none be negligent in their business, but 
give an account by words or writings, how things are 
with them, when others write to them ; so that none 
may wrong one another in these outward things, nor 
oppress one another, but be serviceable one to another, 
keeping their words, (their going into things beyond 
their ability makes them break their words,) keeping 
within their compass with that which they may 
answer others, lest any should be lifted up. For it 
is a bad thing to be lifted up, and to make a noise 
and a show for a time with other people's goods, and 
not to be able to keep their word, their promise, their 
day ; such may be lifted up for a time, and break and 
fall, and go out as a stench, and bring a great dis* 
honour to Christ and true Christians. And therefore, 
keeping your word, your day, and keeping your just 
measure, your just weight, that keeps down the 
oppression. And by keeping to that just measure 
and weight, and to your word and day, by the power 
of God and his Spirit in your own hearts, there the 
blessing is doubled, there ye come to be rich, and ye 
are a good savour to Grod, and in the hearts of all 
people. 

So every one strive to be rich in the life, and in 
the kingdom and things of the world that hath no 
end ; for he that covets to be rich in the things of 
this world, &1U into many snares, and hurtful lusts. 
And therefore let him that buys, or sells, or possesses, 
or uses this world, be, as if he did not. Let them be 
masters over the world in the power and Spirit of 
God, and let them know, that they owe no man any- 
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tiling but lovej yet serve God in truth, and one 
another in their generation. 

For, friends^ if ye be not faithful in the outward 
treasure, and outward mammon, who will trust you 
with the true treasure ? Or who can believe that ye 
have the true treasure, but that ye speak by hearsay 
of it ? So, I say to you all, see that ye are faithfuT 
in this outward mammon, this outward treasure of 
the things of this life, of this world, faithful to your 
word, faithful to your days, faithful to your promises, 
in all your tradings, traffickings, bargainings, true 
and just, and righteous and honest in these outward 
treasures or mammon, concerning the things of this 
world, of this life, of these outward riches. G. F. 

P. S. — Holiness becomes the house of God : so all 
God's people, his children, his saints must be holy, 
as He is holy ; and therefore do that which is holy 
and just in all your lives and conversations. And what- 
soever ye do, let it be done to the praise and glory of 
God ; mark that : have God's praise and glory in your 
eye in all your speakings and doings, then ye will be 
preserved to his glory, and then ye will honour him, and 
those that honour him he will honour and beautify, and 
clothe with the fine linen, the righteousness of Christ, 
that men may not see your nakedness. For Gtod will 
have a holy people to serve him in holiness ; a true 
people to serve him in truth, and in his Spirit, and 
in hifi new and living way, above all the dead ways, 
that are come by sin and unrighteousness, and trans- 
gression of his Spirit, and power, and cotMcasxA. '^^ 
5 
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all ye that know his Power and Spirit,, live in it, that 
ye may glorify God in all your lives, and conversa- 
tions, and words, that ye may answer that of God in 
all ; that ye may glorify God in your bodies, souls, 
and spirits, which are his, who hath made them, and 
dives them to you for that end. To whom be glory 
and honour for ever, who created all for his glory and 
for his honour. So the Lord God Almighty keep 
and preserve you faithful in all things to his glory 
and honour for ever ! 

Se that wdlJccth in his integrity/ is just; and blessed 
shall be his children after him, — Prov. xx. 7. 

Unjust weights, and unjust measureSy both these are 
an abomination to the Lord. — verse 10, 



To Friends in New England, and the Islands 

beyond sea, 

1662. 

To all my dear friends and brethren, among whom 
the precious truth and power of God hath been 
declared, and joyfully received ; whose belief, confi- 
dence, and innocency is spread abroad ; who are come 
to the vine, Christ Jesus, that is your shade ) whom 
bonds and death have not dismayed, for the worth 
of Truth's sake. And fetters, irons, whippings, 
stripes, and spoilings of goods, and the like cruelties 
and persecutions have not daunted. 

Work ye and labour in the power of the Lord God, 
that lives for ever ; in it make vineyards and planta- 
tions, to the renewing of people's minds in the light 
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and power of God, and tlie knowledge of Christ 
Jesus ; turning them from the enmity and the dark- 
ness (the power of Satan) to the light, and to God, 
that they may be renewed into his image and like- 
ness; that the image of the devil, and his likeness, 
may be defaced, which is gotten up in the hearts of 
men and people, since the beginning in transgression. 
So, bring them to the Great Sacrifice, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Seed of the woman, who offered up Him- 
self for the sin of the world ; the Top-stone^ which 
is laid over all, who is restoring by his power, who 
hath all power in heaven and earth. 

So spread the Truth abroad, and be valiant for it 
upon the earth, improve your talent, and be the wise 
virgins, with oil in your lamps; that ye may enter 
in with the bridegroom. Have salt in yourselves, 
that ye may savour all things, and keep your con- 
sciences clean and pure unto God and all men. Live 
in the cross of Christ, and rejoice in it, which is the 
power of God. And so, ye who are heirs of the 
power of a world that hath no end, and a kingdom 
that is everlasting, sit down in your inheritances; 
that ye may increase in the everlasting, in the bless- 
ing, and in heavenly riches. 

And though the oppressors of the earth will not let 
you have a foot of ground, yet ye have the power of 
God to stand in ; and so ye that are heirs of that, and 
Christ Jesus, whose the earth is, and all things therein, 
and are in the power of God separated from the power 
of darkness, the devil, and who are come into that 
which was before he was, ye have nothing to lose^ f<«. 
all yours is the Lord's. Qr.^ • 
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All my dear Friends, 1666. 

Live in the noble Seed Christ Jesus, the Saviour 
and the Anointed One, and the Righteous Holy One, 
that your minds, hearts, souls, spirits, and bodies 
may be righteous, living in the righteousness of Christ 
Jesus, in all love, virtue, truth, and holiness, without 
which none can see God. For the Lord loveth the 
righteous, and the righteous are in peace, and all 
workers of iniquity their mouths shall be stopped : 
the throne of iniquity must be brought down, and 
the chamber of imagery in every heart ; for the Lord 
must have the heart, for it is to be his offering and 
sacrifice. All lips must be pure, and hands clean, 
that confess the Lord Jesus Christ ; and all tongues 
and eyes single to God and one to another ; and all 
mind the Lord's business in the Truth, and be given 
up to Him, and in it serving the Lord God in newness 
of life. And you that grow rich in the world in 
earthly things, who have had a stirring in you 
formerly in the service of God, take heed lest your 
minds run into your outward businesses, about out- 
ward things, and therein be lifted up above the good 
and just spirit, and so leave the service of the Lord 
and his business, in minding your own. For outward 
riches, and the things of this world, will pass away, 
for they have wings ; but the word of the Lord, which 
lives and abides, and endures for ever, will remain. 
Labour for the riches of it, for that will endure with 
you ; and seek the kingdom of God, which will never 
have an end, that stands in righteousness and in 
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holiness, in which you have joy and peace in the 
Holy Grhost; then all outward things will follow. 
So that in righteousness, holiness, and truth, as just 
men and holy men, and men fearing God, and as 
righteous men, sons, and servants, and children of 
God, you may all live, in all righteousness, holiness, 
pureness, truth, justice, and equity, in all manner of 
life and conversation ; so that your conversations may 
shine as lights of the world : knowing that all un- 
righteousness, uncleanness, unholiness, injustice, un- 
truth, and impurity, is not of God, but is out of the 
kingdom of God; and likewise all cheaters and 
cozeners, who do enrich themselves by falsehood; 
these works and workers are out of the kingdom of 
God and his power, and they are of their father the 
devil, who is out of the Truth. And Christ is pure, 
the Righteous One, the Holy One : in Him live ; for 
Christ, who sanctifies the impure, is pure ; He who 
never fell, sanctifieth and washeth them that are in 
the fall ; He who never transgressed, redeems out of 
transgression ; He who never sinned, redeems out of 
sin, and makes an end of it: and He who never 
trespassed, comes to forgive trespasses, and blot them 
out. And every one that comes to witness this for- 
giveness by Him, who have been the trespassers 
against God, they cannot but forgive men their tres- 
passes against them. 

Keep in the faith that works by love, that purifieth 
your hearts ; the mystery of which is held in a pure 
conscience ; which faith brings you to have access to 
God, and gives you victory over that '^VAaV^. ^^-^'asa^sssi 
5* 
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from God. This is that by which you subdue moun- 
tains, and quench the fiery darts of Satan, and over- 
come him withal; and in this you have all pure 
unity ; and you edify and build up in the holy faith, 
the gift of God ; and this is that which is to be con- 
tended for, which is the same that was once delivered 
to the saints. ! live in the pure hope, which 
purifies you as He is pure; which hope is Christ; 
and so feel Christ your hope, which anchors your 
immortal souls, which stays it in all waves, storms, and 
tempests, and is sure and safe in all weathers ; Christ, 
who is the same to-day as He was yesterday. G. F. 



• A General Epistle to Friends, 

1667. 

Blessed are all those whose minds are staid upon 
the Lord, for they shall be kept in perfect peace. 

And seeing the devil hath made the world like a 
wUdemess, and there are so many ways in it, tBat 
people do not know which way to come out of it, nor 
which to follow ; therefore this is my answer to you 
all, take David's Lamp and Light. Tou may say, 
what is that ? and where is it ? I say, it is within 
you, the Word of God. You may say, people do not 
use to carry lamps in the day time, but in the night. 
I say, you are in the night of darkness, and therefore 
the Word is called a lamp, and a light to you ; by 
which you may distinguish the way of the Lord, 
which is perfect, from all men's ways, which are im- 
perfect; for by this Word did David come to outstrip 
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his teachers, and was made wiser than them all ; for 
by this Word he saw Christ, and called Him Lord. 
And this was the Word that came to Abraham, which 
made him forsake his national religion and worship, 
and obey the Lord ; and this was the Word that came 
|to Jacob the shepherd, by which he saw Christ, and 
prophesied of Him to his sons on his death-bed, 
when he said to Judah, the sceptre should not depart 
from Judah, nor a law-giver from betwixt his feet, 
till Shiloh come, (meaning Christ,) and the gathering 
of all nations should be to Him. And this was the 
word that came to Moses, the shepherd, when he was 
keeping sheep j which he obeyed and went to Egypt, 
and brought the children of Israel out of Egypt ; by 
which Word he was made a minister ; and when the 
children of Israel were come out of Egypt into the 
wilderness, he told them, they need not go for the 
Word beyond the seas, &c., for it was nigh them, in 
their hearts and mouths, to obey it and do it. And 
this was the Word that made Moses a prophet, who 
prophesied of Christ, and said. Like unto him God 
would raise up a Prophet, him should they hear in 
all things. 

And this was the Word which made Matthew the 
toll-gatherer, Luke the physician, and Paul the tent- 
maker, ministers and preachers of the gospel, and 
power of God. And this was the Word which made 
Peter to see Joel's prophecy, how that God would 
pour out of his Spirit upon all flesh, and sons and 
daughters should prophesy, and young men should 
see yisions, and old men dream dre^sxv^*) «sA \kss^ 
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pouring forth of the Spirit upon servants and hand- 
maids, that every one should have something to speak 
to the glory of God. 

This was the Word by which John the evangelist 
saw Christ, who doth enlighten every man that cometh 
into the world, and saw how He became flesh, and 
came to his own, and that his own did not receive 
Him ; but to as many as received Christ the Light, 
that to them he gave power to become the sons of 
God. And by this Word, the minister of the Word 
preaches Christ's word, life, death, and resurrection. 
And therefore, as John saith in his epistle. That 
which our eyes have seen, our hands have handled, 
and our ears have heard of the Word of Life, do we 
preach unto you ; that which was from the beginning : 
in the beginning was the Word; but since the begin- 
ning were the words and letters ; for the Scriptures 
of Truth are the words of God, and the words of 
Christ. So the Word was in the beginning, and 
Christ's name is called the word of God ; but Christ 
is not called the Scriptures. So, in the beginning 
was the Word. And this is the Word that lives, and 
abides, and endures for ever, by which the saints are 
born again of the immortal Seed and Word of God, 
into a Divine life, wisdom, and understanding ; and 
by this Word they do see all flesh to be as grass, and 
as the flower of the field that fadeth ; and the Word 
of God that lives, and abides, and endures for ever, 
is Christ, whose name is called, the Word of God. 

G. F. 
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Friends, 1667. 

Keep out of the vain fashions of the world ; let 
not your eyes, and minds, and spirits run after every 
fashion in apparel ; for that will lead you from the 
solid life into unity with that spirit that leads to 
follow the fashions of the nations. But mind that 
which is sober and modest, and keep to your plain 
fashions, that therein you may judge the world, 
whose minds and eyes are in what they shall put on, 
and what they shall eat. But keep all in the modesty, 
and plainness, and fervency, and sincerity, and be 
circumspect ; for they that follow those things that 
the world's spirit invents daily, cannot be solid. 
Therefore all keep down that spirit of the world that 
runs into so many fashions, to please the lust of the 
eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life. And 
fashion not yourselves according to your former lust 
of ignoijtnce ; and let the time past be sufficient, in 
which you have lived according to the lusts of men, 
and the course of the world ; that the rest of your 
time you may live to the will of God; taking no 
thought what ye shall eat, what ye shall drink, or 
what ye shall put on. Therefore take heed of the 
world's vanity, and trust not in uncertain riches, 
neither covet the riches of this world ; but seek the 
kingdom of God, and the righteousness thereof, and 
all other things will follow. And let your minds be 
above the costly and vain fashions of attire, but mind 
the hidden man of the heart, which is a meek and a 
quiet spirit, which is of great price with the Lord. 
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And keep to justice and truth in all your dealings 
and tradings, at a word, and to the form of sound 
words, in the power of the Lord and in equity, in yea 
and nay in all your dealings, that your lives and con- 
versations may be in heaven, and above the earth ; 
that they may preach to all that you have to deal 
with ; so that you may be as a city set on a hill, that 
cannot be hid, and as lights of the world, answering 
the equal principle in all ; that God in all things may 
be glorified. So that you may pass your time here 
with fear, as pilgrims, and strangers, and sojourners, 
having an eye over all things that are uncertain, as 
cities, houses, lands, goods, and all things below; 
possessing them as if ye did not ; and as having a 
city whose maker and builder is God, and an inherit- 
ance that will never fade away, in which you have 
riches that will abide with you eternally. G. F. 



My deae Friends, 1667. 

Live in the wisdom of God, which is gentle and 
pure, from above, and easy to be entreated. All bear 
one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
And if any weakness should appear in any in your 
meetings, let not any lay it open and tell it abroad } 
that is not wisdom that doth so ; for love covereth a 
multitude of sins, and love preserves and edifies the 
body ; and he that dwells in love dwells in God, for 
God is love ; and love is not easily provoked 3 and 
therefore keep the law of love, to keep down that 
which is so provoked ; for that which is easily pro- 
voked hath words, which are for condemnation. 

G. F. 
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Not to he over thoughtful of the things of this world. 

Friends, 1669. 

Did not God provide for man and woman before 
He made them ? Did He not make all things in six 
days? And the sixth day He made man in the 
image of God, in righteousness and holiness. And 
therefore Christ, who is the Son of God, who came 
to restore man into the image of God, in righteous- 
ness and holiness — doth he not reprove such as take 
thought, and tell them of their little faith, and that 
they cannot add one cubit to the stature that God 
hath made; and that it was the practice of the 
heathens and of the gentiles to take thought ? So it 
is clear, before God made man, He took care for 
him; but after man was fallen from the image of 
God, and his righteousness, he took care and toiled, 
though he cannot add one cubit to his stature in the 
Lord's work : for thou mayst sow thy seed in the 
ground or garden, thou mayst have much cattle, and 
other things, but yet there is no increase but by the 
Lord, neither of thy seed, nor of thy cattle ; for is 
not the earth the Lord's, and the fulness thereof? 
Mark — and doth He not give the increase, who 
upholds all things by his Word and Power ? who is 
the Creator of all, and provided for man before He 
made him, and set him in dominion over all the works 
of his hands ; which dominion man lost. Man lost 
righteousness and holiness, in his disobeying the 
command of God, which Christ came to restore man 
to, and set him above all again, as he was in the 
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beginning, and up to his own state beyond Adam 
before he fell; to Him that never fell. And so all 
that believe in the Light, as Christ commanded, in 
the Light they see they cannot add one cubit to their 
stature ; and so they come to grow in the faith in 
Christ and in God. And so herein hath the Lord 
the praise of his works ; and all things praise Him, 
who hath created them all to his honour, and to his 
glory, and to his praise ; and man to glorify Him in 
righteousness and holiness, in the image of God and 
of Christ Jesus, above all other creatures, in the 
covenant of God, in the covenant of light and life in 
Christ Jesus, Him by whom the world was made ; by 
Him they praise and please God; and in their 
pleasing God, they honour God and Christ. G. F. 



To Friends at Bristol in time of mffering. 

The 2nd of the Eleventh Month, 1670. 

Dear Friends, 

Now is the time for you to stand ) therefore put on 
the whole armour of God, from the crown of the head 
unto the soles of your feet, that you may stand in the 
possession of life. And you that have been public 
men, and formerly did travel abroad, mind to keep 
up your testimony, both in the city and in the 
country, that you may encourage Friends to keep up 
their meetings as usual : so that none faint in the 
time of trial ; but that all may be encouraged, both 
small and great, to stand faithfrd to the Lord God, 
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and his power and truth 3 that their heads may not 
sink in the storms, but may be kept up above the 
waves. So, go into your meeting places as at other 
times. And keep up your public testimony, and 
visit Friends thereabouts, now in this time of storm ; 
for there is your crown, in the universal Power and 
Spirit of God. So let your minds, and souls, and 
hearts, be kept above all outward and visible things. 

Few travel now in the country : it may be well to 
visit Friends there, lest any should faint. Stir up 
one another in that which is good^ and to faithfulness 
in the Truth, this day. And let your minds be kept 
above all visible things ; for God took care for man 
in the beginning, and set him above the works of his 
hands. And therefore mind the heavenly treasure, 
that will never fade away. 

It is hard for me to give forth in writing what is 
before me, because of my bodily weakness ; but I was 
desirous in some measure to ease my mind, desiring 
that you may stand fast, and faithM to Truth. Of 
my travels and weakness it is likely you have heard, 
and of my afflictions, both by them that are without 
and also by them that are within, which are hard to 
be uttered and spoken. My love is to all faithful 
Friends, G. F. 



To Friends in Barhadoes, 
Dear Friends, 1672. 

To whom is my love in the Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom all things were made, and by whom all things 
do consist, and who filleth all things, and doth uphold 
6 
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all by his word and power ; who is the first and last, 
the holy Head of his holy church ; and the Door into 
the holy way, for his holy people to walk in ; and the 
setter up of a holy worship in the Holy Spirit and 
Truth, to worship the Holy God in ; and the setter 
up of a holy religion, to keep from the spots of the 
world ; which religion is pure in his sight. 

And therefore, all Friends, in your men and wo- 
men's meetings, be faithfdl, and see that you do grow 
in the truth and power of godliness; and witness 
your renewings into the heavenly image of Him that 
created you; and that you all may be fruitful in the 
knowledge and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is the orderer of all things ; and wear his livery and 
fine linen, the righteousness of Christ; and hold 
forth his ensign and his standard, so that none may 
be carnally, but spiritually minded. And walk as 
becomes the glorious order of the Gospel, having the 
water of life in your cisterns, and the bread of life 
in your tabernacles, and fruit on your trees, to the 
praise of God. Amen. 

And do not neglect your family meetings, among 
your whites and negroes, but do your diligence and 
duty to God and them; which you will not neglect, 
if you keep in the faith of Abraham, and of the 
blessed seed which inheriteth the crown. And be at 
peace among yourselves, that you may show that you 
are in Christ the Prince of Peace; and that doth 
show that you are the disciples of Christ, and learners 
and followers of Him. So possess Him who is life 
eternal. Amen, 
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And your love and kindness towards us, the Lord 
redouble it of his mercy into your bosoms. We are 
all pretty well. We have had great travail by land 
and sea, and rivers and bays and creeks, in New 
England, Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Caro- 
lina; where we have had great service, among 
Friends, and governors, and others, and with the 
Indians, and their kings and emperor. Oh I blessed 
be the Lord God Almighty, who is over all, and over 
all giveth dominion : and glory be to his great Name 
for ever 1 Amen. Q-. F. 



To Friends in Virginia, 
Dear Friends, Woreestery 1678. 

I -am glad of the increase of Truth amongst you; 
and may the Lord prosper his work, and increase 
people in his knowledge, who will fiilfil his promise, 
that, in the New Covenant, the knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth as the water covers the 
sea. In the old covenant, the word was to Jacob, 
and the statutes to Israel ; the like was not to other 
nations, but the New Covenant is to all nations, Jews 
and Gentiles : for I will give Him for a covenant of 
Light to the gentiles ; and He shall be my salvation 
to the ends of the earth ; therefore He saith : Look 
unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved. 
And there is no salvation by any other name under 
heaven, but by the Name of Jesus, which signifies 
Saviour. And in his Name keep your men and 
women's, and all your other meetings, that yon tsa.^ 
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feel Him in the midst of you, exercising his offices ; 
as He is a Prophet, whom God has raised up to open 
to you; — ^and as He is a Shepherd, who has laid down 
his life for you, to feed you, so hear his voice ; and 
as He is a Counsellor, and a Commander, follow Him 
and his counsel } and also as He is a Bishop, to over- 
see you with his heavenly Power and Spirit — ^and as 
He is a Priest, who offered Himself for you, who is 
made higher than the heavens; who sanctifies his 
people, his church, and presents them to God without 
blemish, spot, or wrinkle : so, I say, know him in all 
his offices, exercising them amongst you, and in you. 

G. F. 



To Friends at Dantzick. 
Swarthmore, the 17tk of Third Month, 1676. 

Dear Friends, 

In the love of God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
look above all your outward sufferings, and him that 
is out of Truth, who makes you to suffer; and let 
none separate you from the love of God which you 
have in Christ Jesus, by whom all things were made ; 
I say, let not the birth of the flesh, with all his 
carnal weapons, gaols and prisons, threats or re- 
proaches, move you, nor separate you from the love 
of God, nor from your foundation, the Rock of Ages, 
Christ Jesus. And therefore let your faith stand in 
the Lord's power, which is your hedge and defence, 
which is your keeper, and which will keep you safe, 
that you need not be afraid of your enemy. 



EPISTLES OF GEOBQE FOX. 65 

! be valiant for God's glory and his Truth upon 
the earth, and spread it abroad, answering that of 
God in every man and woman's conscience ; knowing 
Him that hath brought everlasting peace into the 
earth : so that the songs of salvation may be in your 
mouths ; for it is said, " With the heart man believes, 
and with the mouth confession is made to salvation/' 
So every true believer will confess to Christ, his 
salvation, his way, light, and life, out of death and 
darkness ; his Prophet, to open to him ; his Captain 
and Commander, to command and to lead him ; his 
Counsellor lo counsel him ; and his Priest, who hath 
offered Himself for him, and who sanctifies him, and 
offers him up to God. To whom be all praise and 
glory for ever. Amen. G. F. 



To Friends in New Jersey j in America. 

Stoarthmore, the ith of First Month, 1676. 

My dear Friends, 

In New Jersey, and you that go to New Jersey, 
my desire is, that you may all be kept in the fear of 
God, and that you may have the Lord in your eye, 
in all your undertakings; for many eyes of other 
governments or colonies will be upon you ; yea, the 
Indians, to see how you order your lives and conver- 
sations. And therefore, let your lives, and words, 
and conversations, be as becomes the Gospel, that you 
may adorn the Truth, and honour the Lord in all 
your undertakings; let that only be in '^wa. ^-^^^vcsa^ 
6* 
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then you will have the Lord's 'blessing and increase, 
both in basket and field and storehouse ; and at your 
lyings down you will feel Him, and at your goings 
forth and coming^ in. So that you may answer the 
Light and the Truth in all people, both by your 
godly lives and conversations : serving the Lord, and 
being valiant for his Truth, with a joyful heart, upon 
the earth, and the glorious Name in whom you have 
salvation. 

And keep up your meetings for worship, and your 
men and women's meetings for the afiairs of Truth, 
both Monthly and Quarterly: and after you are 
settled, you may join together, and build a meeting- 
house. And do not strive about outward things ; but 
dwell in the love of God, for that will unite you 
together, and make you kind and gentle one towards 
another ; and to seek one another's good and welfare, 
and to be helpful one to another. And let temperance, 
and patience, and kindness, and brotherly love be 
exercised among you, so that you may abound in 
virtue, and the true humility ; living in peace, show- 
ing forth the nature of Christianity, that you may 
all live as a family, and the church of God, holding 
Christ your heavenly Head, and having Him to 
exercise his offices among you, and in you. 

And therefore be not over eager after outward 
things, but keep above them in the Lord's power, 
and seek Christ Jesus, that is over all ; in whom you 
have all life, election, and salvation. 

And write over yearly from your Meetings, how 
jou are settled^ and how your a£fairs go on in the 
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Truth, and how your men and women's meetings are 
settled. 

And my desires are, that we may hear that you 
are a good savour to God, in those countries : so that 
the Lord may crown all your actions with his glory. 
So with my love to all Q-. F. 



To Friends in America^ concerning their Negroes 

and Indians. 

Swarthmore, the Tenth Month, 1679. 

All Friends everywhere that have Indians or 
Blacks, you are to preach the Gospel to them, and 
other servants, if you be true Christians; for the 
Gospel of salvation was to be preached to every 
creature under heaven; Christ commands it to his 
disciples, ^^ Go and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost." 
And this is the one baptism with the spirit into one 
body, which plunges down sin and corruption, which 
hath gotten up by disobedience and transgression; 
for all have been plunged into sin and death from the 
life, for all died in Adam : then they have been all 
subjected by the evil spirit, which hath led them out 
of the Truth into the evil ; and therefore they must 
all be baptized into the death of Christ, and put on 
Christ, if they have life. 

And also, you must preach the grace of God to 
all Blacks and Indians, which grace brings salvatloxsL* 
that hath appeared unto all men, U> ^^e^jc^ «sA vck^Nxxj^^Xk 
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them to live godly, righteously and soberly ; which 
grace of God is sufficient to teach and establish all 
true Christians, that they may appear before the 
throne of grace. 

And also, you must teach and instruct Blacks and 
Indians, and others, how that God doth pour out of 
his Spirit upon all flesh in these days of the new 
Covenant, and new Testament ; and that none of them 
must quench the motions of his Spirit, nor grieve it, 
nor vex it, nor rebel against it, nor err from it, nor 
resist it ; but be led by his good Spirit to instruct 
them 3 and with which they may profit in the things 
of God ; neither must they turn from his grace into 
wantonness, nor walk despitefully against the Spirit 
of grace, for it will teach them to live soberly, godly, 
and righteously, and season their words. 

And also you must instruct and teach your Indians 
and Negroes, and all others, how that Christ, by the 
grace of God, tasted death for every man, and gave 
Himself a ransom for all men, to be testified in due 
time, and is the propitiation not for the sins of 
Christians only, but for the sins of the whole world ; 
and how that he doth enlighten every man that 
cometh into the world, with his true light, which is 
the life in Christ, by whom the world was made. 

And Christ, who is the Light of the world, saith : 
" Believe in the light, that ye may become children 
of the light. And they that do evil, and hate the 
light, (which is the life in Christ), will not come to 
the light, because it will reprove them ; and love the 
darkness more than the light; this light is their 
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condemnation. And so, all must be turned from 
darkness to light, to believe in the light; and from 
the power of Satan to God; and if they do not 
believe, they will be reproved, condemned, and 
judged by Christ, who hath all power in heaven and 
in earth given unto Him, who will judge both the 
quick and the dead, and reward every man according 
to his works, whether they be good or evil. 

And therefore you are to open the promises of 
God to the ignorant, and how God would give Christ 
a Covenant, a Light to the gentiles, the heathen, and 
a new Covenant to the house of Israel, and the house 
of Judah; and that He is God's "salvation to the 
ends of the earth ;" and how that " the earth shall 
be covered with the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea ;" so that the glorious knowledge 
of the Lord should cover the earth. 

So let all bow at the Name of Jesus, to his power, 
and light, and Spirit, for they have bowed to the 
power of darkness, that foul and unclean spirit, who 
is out of Truth, and in whom there is no truth. 
And therefore now all are to bow at the Name of 
Jesus ; for there is no salvation in any other Name 
under heaven, but in the Name of Jesus, whose 
Name is above every name under the whole heaven ; 
who is the first-bom of every creature, and the first 
begotten from the dead, whom God now speaks to his 
people by, his Son ; and all are to hear Him, the 
Prophet; and every tongue is to confess to Christ 
Jesus, to the glory of God the Father, who is the 
First and Last, who bruises the serpent's head. And 
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SO through Christ Jesus mau and woman come again 
to Grod. All blessings and praises be to the Lord 
God, through Jesus Christ, for ever and evermore. 
Amen. Gr. F. 



Feiends, 1679. 

Train up all your children in the fear of Grod, in 
his new Covenant of light and grace, that they may 
know Christ, who is their baptizer and circumciser. 
He sprinkles your consciences and hearts with his 
blood, to cleanse you from aJl sin; and writes his 
heavenly law in their hearts, that they may obey it 
and do it : for do not all people in their several false 
religions, ways, and sects, yea, the very Turks and 
Heathens, train up their children in their own ways f 
and likewise, did not the Jews train up their children 
in the old Testament, and old Covenant of works; 
which old testament and covenant Christ hath abol- 
ished, and hath established the new Covenant of 
light, life, and grace ? And therefore must not all 
the Jews in spirit, in this new Testament, train up 
their children in this new Covenant of light, life, and 
grace ? or else do they not bring themselves under 
condemnation ? For do not the beasts and the fowls 
teach their young, and do they not feed their young ? 
and will not the young ones cry after the old ones for 
their food? All these things might teach people. 

Now you having your food from Christ, and God 
your Father ; yea, your bread, your milk, your water, 
your wine, your honey, your fine linen, your clothing, 



EPISTLES OF GEORGE EOX. 71 

your breath, your life, your souls, and the image of 
God, which He made you in, which man and woman 
have lost by transgression, but are to be renewed into 
again by Christ, your Redeemer, Sanctifier, Recon- 
ciler, and Mediator, who makes your peace between 
you and God ; from whom you have your light, grace, 
and truth, who gives you his Gospel, faith, and 
Spirit; in whose name you have salvation, and not 
by any other name under the whole heaven ; and who 
is your heavenly, spiritual Rock and Foundation : — 
cannot you train up all your children in the fear of 
Grod, and tell them from whence you have all these 
good things, that they may come to receive of all 
these good things which you receive from the good 
God, and Christ, the treasure of wisdom and know- 
ledge; that you may say, the children of your 
children are the crown of your old men in the Truth, 
and the glory of their fathers in God ; and that you 
may say, your wives are as fruitful vines by the sides 
of your house, and your children like olive plants 
round about your table ; thus shall they be blessed 
that fear the Lord ; that you may say, your sons are 
plants of God, growing up in their youth ; and that 
your daughters may be as comer-stones, polished after 
the similitude of a palace ; and that your gamers are 
frdl, and afford all manner of store, so that there is 
no complaining in your streets : and happy is that 
people whose God is the Lord. G. F. 
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Concerning true Liberty. 

My Dear Friends, 1679. 

Tlie trae liberty is in the Gospel, the power of 
God, which the devil and his instruments, with his 
false liberty, cannot get into. 

And therefore, all ye friends of Christ Jesus, stand 
fast in that " liberty wherewith Christ hath made you 
free/' by his light, grace, truth. Spirit, faith, and 
everlasting Gospel, the everlasting power of God, 
which is an everlasting freedom and liberty above all 
bondage, and false fallen liberties and freedoms. 

And now, ye babes of Christ, if the world do hate 
you, it hated Christ your Lord and Master also ; if 
they do mock, and reproach^ ^°^ defame, and buffet 
you, they did so to your Lord and Master also ; who 
was and is the green tree, that gives nourishment to 
all his branches, his followers. 

If the world do persecute you, and take away your 
goods or clothes, was not your Lord and Master so 
served ? did not they cast lots for his garments ? was 
not he haled from the priests to Herod, and before 
Pontius Pilate, and spit upon ? and if they hate thee, 
and spit upon thee. He was hated and spit upon for 
thee. Did He not go to prison for thee ? And waa 
He not mocked and scourged for thee ? Did not He 
bow to the cross and grave for thee. He " who had no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth V And 
did He not )}ear thy sins in his own body upon the 
tree ? and was He not scourged for thee, " by whose 
stripes we are healed V did not He suffer the con- 
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tradiction of sinners ? who died for sinners, and went 
into the grave for sinners, and died for the ungodly, 
yea, tasted death for every man, who through death 
destroyed death, and the devil, the power of death, 
and is risen ; for death and the grave could not hold 
Him, and the powers and principalities, with all their 
guards and watches, could not hold Him within the 
grave ; but He is risen, and is ascended far above all 
principalities, powers, thrones, and dominions, and is 
set down at the right hand of God, and remaineth in 
the heavens till all things be restored : and He is 
restoring with his light, grace, truth, power. Spirit, 
faith, Grospel, and word of life ; so that you read of 
some '^ that came to sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus." 

And therefore all must bow at the name of Jesus 
their Saviour, in his Spirit and Q-ospel, if you will 
rise with Him ; and you must suffer with Him, if you 
will reign with Him ; and die with Him, if you will 
live with Him; and all that are dead and buried 
with Christ, and are risen with Him, they will seek 
those things that come down from above, where 
Christ sits at the right hand of God ; and there you 
will seek those things which come down from above; 
and not things which are below. G. F. 



74 SELECTIONS FROM THE 

To Friends in America. 
London, the 1th of the Twelfth Month, 1680. 

Dear Friends, 

My love is to you all in the holy, peaceable Truth ) 
and my desires are, that whatsoever ye do may be 
done in the Name of Jesus, to the glory of God the 
Father : and all be subject one to another in the fear 
of the Lord God, so that ye may all come to dwell 
in the love of God, which edifies the body of Christ, 
who is the heavenly man. And let all strifes, and 
divisions, and backbitings, or whisperings, or preju- 
dices, cease and be buried; and so whatsoever is 
amiss, or hath been amiss, let it be put down by the 
Truth and Spirit of God, that it may be uppermost, 
which is a strong bond^ to unite your hearts, and 
minds, and souls together, and to the Lord ; and be 
kind and courteous one towards another, all studying 
to be quiet, and to excel one another in virtue, 
purity, holiness, righteousness, and godliness, in all 
your words, lives, and conversations ; so that you may 
all walk as becomes saints and Christians, every one 
esteeming and preferring one another above himself 
in the Truth, in meekness, and lowliness of mind, 
and humility : for He that inhabits eternity, dwells 
with the humble heart. And therefore do not quench 
the least motion of God's good Spirit in yourselves, 
nor in any other; but let truth and goodness be 
cherished in all ; and let all harshness, and bitterness, 
and revilings be kept down by the Truth, that in it 
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you may bear one another's weakness and infirmities, 
and so fulfil the law of Christ , keeping down revenge, 
hastiness, or passion ; as knowing vengeance is the 
Lord's, and He will repay it, on every one that does 
wrong, without respect of persons. 

For, Friends, you should be as lights, or as a city 

that cannot be hid ; and as the salt of the earth, to 

be a good savour: take heed of losing the salt's 

savour, either in word or conversation , for if you do, 

you will come under the foot of men, they will 

trample upon you; therefore be careful, fervent, 

circumspect, and faithful in the Truth, and let your 

moderation, temperance, and sobriety appear to all 

men, showing forth the work of the Lord, and your 

honesty and justness in all your words and dealings 

between man and man ; and owe nothing to any man 

but love, that every one of you may be adorned with 

a meek and quiet spirit, which is with the Lord of 

great price : and be endued with wisdom from on 

high, which is pure and peaceable, gentle, and easy 

to be entreated, and full of mercy and good works ; 

let the fruits of this wisdom appear among you all, 

and then you will all be gentle and easily entreated 

one of another. 

And keep in the unity of the Spirit, which is the 
bond of the heavenly peace ; and all walk as becomes 
the glorious, joyful, peaceable Gospel of Christ, which 
is the power of Grod. And therefore, all you who 
know this glorious Gospel of peace, live and walk in 
it, keeping your glorious, heavenly, comfortable 
fellowship in this glorious Gospel of peace, in which 
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enmity cannot come ; and in tliis everlasting Gospel, 
the everlasting God, who is over all, from everlasting 
to everlasting, will have the praise, glory and thankS; 
who is worthy of all, for ever and evermore. 

G.F. 



A Letter to the Captives who meet together to worship 

God in Algiers, 

London, the 17th of the First Months 1682. 

Dear Friends, 

I understand by a letter from a Friend, a captive 
amongst you, dated the 20th of the Tenth Month j 
1681, that you have a meeting in Algiers of about 
twenty. I am glad to hear you meet ; and it is very 
well, that you have so much liberty from your 
Patroons; and my desire is, that the Lord may pre- 
serve you all, that do meet in the Name of Jesus, 
that in your lives, and conversations, and words, you 
may preach righteousness and holiness, and godliness, 
and the life of Truth ; so that you may answer the 
Spirit of God, both in. the Turks and Moors, and 
the rest of the captives ; that God's city may be set 
upon the holy hill there, which cannot be hid ; but 
that all may see it with the light wherewith Christ 
hath enlightened every man that cometh into the 
world. And that Christ's ensign may be set up in 
those parts ; that with his light in all men, they may 
all see it, and flock to it; and Christ the ensign 
ftirnisheth all that come to Him, with heavenly 
armour and spiritual weapons. 



EPISTLES OF GEORGE POX. 77 

Now Christ enlightens every man that cometh into 
the world, that every one may believe in the Light, 
and may become a child of the light, and have eternal 
life, and be saved ; and so the Gospel of salvation, 
the power of God, is to be preached to every creature 
under heaven. And he that believes, is saved, and 
hath the salvation ; for Christ, by the grace of God, 
hath tasted death for every man. And the grace of 
God that brings salvation hath appeared to all men : 
and therefore all men, if they will have salvation, it 
must be by believing, receiving, and walking in the 
grace of God, which brings it. And the Lord pours 
out of his Spirit upon all flesh; and therefore all 
men and women must come to this Holy Spirit of 
God, by which the spirit of enmity may be slain and 
crucified in them ; that in this Holy Spirit of God, 
they may all be in love and unity ; and, with the 
Spirit of God, they may all come to know the eternal, 
immortal God, and serve and worship Him in his 
Holy Spirit of Truth, which He hath poured upon 
them. And in this, all will honour God, and glorify 
Him through Jesus Christ, in his new Covenant of 
light and grace. 

And so, my dear friends, be faithful and valiaot 
for God's Truth upon earth, and do not deny the 
Name of Jesus, in whom you have salvation ; whose 
Name is above every name under the whole heaven ; 
that ye may all be with his light built upon Him, 
your Rock and Foundation that stands sure. And 
now, my dear friends, though you remain as captives; 
yet if ye be the freemen of Gtod and Chriat trKq \j%:^^ 
7* 
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the devil into captivity, that led you captive into hia 
prison of death, darkness, and corruption; — ^if Christy 
I say, has led you out of that prison and captivity, 
into the glorious liberty of the sons of Grod, stand 
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made you 
free ; and be not entangled with any yoke of bond- 
age, to bring you out of that heavenly, spiritual 
liberty. For in this you are free, notwithstanding 
the prisons and captivity of men ; and they are but 
small matters to it : and therefore trust in the arm 
of the Lord's power, who can lay the mountains low, 
and remove the hills out of their places, and make 
his lambs to skip over all. And therefore mind the 
Lord and his power, that is over all that which makes 
you to suffer. 

Now your sorrows and afflictions may bring many 
to call upon the Name of the Lord, when He hath 
brought you low ; for God is merciful and gracious 
to the righteous ; and his mercies endure for ever. 
And though hunger and thirst and cold, many times 
you are in, and many distresses, yet the Lord is able 
to support you. And now, may you mind the Lord 
in your poverty, and prize his mercies ; and consider 
whether you did enough prize his mercies and liberty 
and plenty! And ye may read the 107th Psalm 
throughout ; there ye may see how the Lord brought 
down such as contemned his counsel, and rebelled 
against his words : well, what can you tell, but that 
this may be the day of the Lord with you, in your 
captivity, to bring down your hearts and spirits, that 
with the Spirit of the Lord you may turn to Him^ 



EPISTLES OF GEORGE FOX. 79 

who is a God at hand ; and that you may call upon 
the Lord in truth and righteousness, that all your 
sufferings, afflictions, and captivity may be sanctified 
to you. So that you may say: "All things shall 
work together for good, to them that love Grod." 
And so, with Job, you may bless God, " who giveth 
and taketh away,'' and that you may glorify God in 
whatsoever condition you may be; that no trouble 
may move you 3 and that you may rejoice in afflic- 
tions, persecutions, and tribulations in the Lord, 
through his Spirit that doth uphold you. And as you 
do walk in the light, grace, spirit, and gospel, you 
may turn others to it : that you may have unity with 
them in it; and that they may come out of the 
spiritual prison of death, darkness, and corruption 
and captivity, into the liberty of the sons of God in 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 

So with my love to you all in the holy seed Christ 
Jesus, that reigns over all from everlasting to ever- 
laf»ting, the Lord preserve you all tender vines in 
Him. Amen. G. F. 



To svffering Friends at Horsham, in Sussex. 
London, 20<A of Twelfth Month, 1681. 

Seab Friends, 

Who suffer for your testimony, and to all the rest 
in your county. I am glad to hear of your faithfcd- 
ness, and of your standing for the church which 
Christ is the head of, which is in God, and are 
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become his living members ; and therefore whereso- 
ever you arc, in prison or out of prison, " where two 
or three are gathered in his name," there is a church, 
and Christ the Living Head in the midst of them ; 
a Prophet, to open to his church the things of his 
kingdom ; and a Bishop, to oversee his living mem- 
bers, that they be preserved in his light, grace, truth, 
spirit, and gospel; and He is a Shepherd, to feed 
them with heavenly food, who gives life eternal to 
his sheep, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood ; and a Priest, who has offered Himself up a 
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, who cleanses, 
and washes, and purifies his church, his people ; " a 
High Priest, made higher than the heavens." — Eieb. 
vii. 26. And no priest made below the heavens will 
become Christ's church; and therefore feel and see 
Christ, exercising his prophetical, priestly and kingly 
offices, and his ruling in your hearts. And all that 
will know the right way, or high way, or path to the 
church in God, (2 Thess. i.) "must walk in the 
light," which is the life in Christ: and that will 
guide them to Christ, the way to God, the Head of 
the church, the Rock and Foundation of God that 
stands sure. 

And now, dear friends, my desires are, that you 
may all live in the love of God, and in the unity of 
his Spirit, which is the bond of peace, in which you 
will be all kind and courteous one to another ; and 
so the God of all peace and power support you, and 
strengthen you, and uphold you, throughout all your 
trials and sufferings; that He may be glorified in 



I 
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you all, who is over all, from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, blessed for ever; from whom ye have blessing 
and life. G. F. 



To the flock of Christ Jesus everywhere, to he read in 

their Assemblies. 

2Ut of the Ninth Month, 1681. 

Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied among you 
all, from God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the Fountain of all ; and God hath called you 
by his grace, and gathered you to be a people by his 
power and Spirit, to his Son Christ Jesus, your holy, 
heavenly, spiritual Head, Life, Rock, and Foundsr 
tion. Now all walk in Christ Jesus, and abide in 
Him, your Vine, and in Him you will all bring forth 
heavenly fruit, to the praise and glory of Grod. 

Christ saith : " In me ye have peace ; in the world 
ye have trouble :*' and therefore keep out of the spirit 
of the world ; let not the spirit of the world come 
into you; for if ye do, ye go into trouble both 
inwardly and outwardly : but if ye keep in Christ, 
who is not of the world, you keep in your heavenly 
place and region : for " he that hath the Son of God, 
hath life,'' and therefore keep in the life in Christ ; 
and he that hath not the Son of God, is in old Adam, 
in death without life. 

And, "without me," says Christ, "ye can do 
nothing ;" without his grace, his light, his truth, his 
gospel, his power, his Spirit, his faith, ye can do 
nothing ; and if Christ be not in you, ye are repro- 
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bates; and if He be in you, and you in Him, you* 
are in the election, and in tbe Seed, in whicb all 
nations are blessed. 

And keep in the cross of Christ, the power of 
God, that keeps you crucified to the world ; that is, 
dead to the world, and the world dead and crucified 
to you ; for if you do not keep in this power of Grod, 
which would keep you crucified to the world, but let 
in the spirit of the world, you let in his god, which 
will crucify the good in you, and you will come to 
crucify to yourselves the Son of Grod afresh, and put 
Him to open shame. Therefore keep that crucified 
with the power of God, which did and would crucify 
the just ; and then you will keep alive in the power 
of God, and live in Christ Jesus, and he will be alive 
in you, and you in Him. 

And now, all friends and brethren, let your meek- 
ness, your temperance, and your gentleness and 
sobriety, and tenderness and moderation, appear to 
all men ; that " your light may so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven." 

And keep out of the restless, discontented, dis- 
quieted spirit of the world about the government : 
for you know it has been always our way to seek the 
good of all, and to live peaceably under the govern- 
ment, and to seek their eternal good, peace, and 
happiness in the Lord Jesus Christ; and to lay our 
innocent sufferings before them, who have suffered 
as lambs and sheep, and made no resistance, but have 
" prayed for them that persecuted us, and despitefiiUy 
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used us, and hated us/' according to the command 
of Christ. 

For ye were as sheep going astray, but are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your 
souls: for hereunto ye are called; because Christ 
hath suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps ; who did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth ; who when he was reviled, 
reviled not again ; when He suffered. He threatened 
not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously. And he that will love life, and see good 
days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his 
lips that he speak no guile. G. F. 



To Suffering Friends in Leicester. 

London, \%th of Twelfth Month, 1681. 

Dear Friends, 

Your sufferings have been long in that county, and* 
great have been your trials, and spoiling of your 
goods, through your adversaries and persecutors' rage 
against you; but the Lord's secret hand and power 
is that which hath upheld you through all to Himself; 
and therefore we may say : — What shall separate us 
from the love of Grod, that we have in Christ Jesus ? 
Shall tribulations, persecutions, powers or principali- 
ties, thrones or dominions ? Nay, there is not any 
thing able to separate us from the love of Grod in 
Christ Jesus, whom you have chosen ; a Priest that 
is from above, not from below, who has offered uij 
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Himself to God for you, who is not like the Jews' 
priests, that had the tithes of the people for offering 
up their outward offerings, and such like services. 
So you have a priest from heaven, who is made 
higher than the heavens, and is the Prophet that God 
has raised up like Moses, whom ye are to hear, in 
his light, grace, and truth. And He is your Shep- 
herd from heaven, who has laid down his life for his 
sheep, who is above all the earthly shepherds below ; 
and this Shepherd will feed you with that which is 
heavenly. And he is your Bishop ftom heaven, to 
oversee you, that you may be kept from sitting down 
in any earthly place, with your minds, spirits, and 
souls, but only to sit down " in the heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus,*' who is the heavenly and spiritual 
Bishop, who lives for evermore, the First and Last, 
the Beginning and Ending, who is the first-born of 
every creature, and the first begotten from the dead, 
who does quicken and makes alive, and begets from 
the death, and makes them whom He has made alive 
to sit together in the heavenly places in Himself. 

And now, dear friends, I do feel the Lord's eternal 
power present with you, in all youi sufferings, how it 
hath and doth support you : and therefore let your 
faith be stedfast in the power of God, which will 
keep you all unto the day of salvation. And that 
you may all be valiant and faithful for God's truth 
upon the earth, in this day of trial and persecution, 
from teachers, professors, and profane, which are 
below, whose persecuting spirit will have but a time ; 
and therefore be of good faith; for '<a sparrow shall 
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not fall to the ground without the will of the Father • 
and ye are of more value than many sparrows." 
And, " Blessed are they which suffer persecution for 
righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven : and blessed are ye when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and say all manner of evil 
against you falsely for my sake : rejoice, and be ex- 
ceeding glad, for great is your reward in heaven." 
For so the old persecutors persecuted the prophets 
and apostles before you. '^ But rejoice in as much as 
ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings : for the Spirit 
of glory and of God rests upon you," who are railed 
upon, and suffer for his Name's sake. And though 
He is evil spoken of by your persecutors, yet on your 
part He is glorified, that suffer for his Name. And, 
therefore, let none Ibe ashamed to suffer as a Chris- 
tian, but let him glorify God in his sufferings, who 
doth support him. 

And so, dear friends, live in love and unity, and 
be kind, and courteous, and tender-hearted one 
towards another; yea, and to all your persecutors, 
that you may heap coals of fire upon their heads, 
and so overcome evil with good. And so the God 
of all peace establish you all upon his heavenly 
Bock and Foundation of life, Christ Jesus, which 
standeth sure, and cannot be moved. The Lord God 
Almighty keep and preserve you all, in the holy 
Seed in which all nations are blessed : which bruises 
the head of the evil seed, that makes you to suffer. 
And the Lord God Almighty arm you with his 
armour, and strengthen you, that you may be able t^ 
8 
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istand to his glory^ and that He may be glorified in 
and among you. Ame7i, 

So /are ye well in the Lord. G. P. 



To Friends in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, 

Dear Friends, 1682. 

With my dear love to you all, in Grod's holj 
peaceable Truth; my desire is that you may be all 
kept careful of God's glory. Now in the settling of 
plantations and provinces, and especially in woody 
countries, as yours are, you may have many trials and 
troubles ; but if you keep in the wisdom of God, it 
will keep you gentle, kind, and easy to be entreated 
one of another, and will preserve you out of heats, 
or extremes, or passions; and let all Friends that 
come over, be with speed settled in their plantations, 
that they may not lie and waste the time of them- 
selves and their servants, and spend that which should 
help to settle them in their plantations. And there- 
fore you that are concerned in ordering those things, 
have a care that no reproach come upon yourselves 
and your countries ; but that there may be such care 
taken in all things, that there may be no complaints 
come into England against you. 

And I desire that you may be very kind and 
courteous to all in necessity, in the love of God ; for 
there are many people go over to your countries, 
some poor and some rich ; and so, many eyes are upon 
you, and those that go over to you; and therefore 
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my desire is, that you may all be careful in the love 
of God, and in his truth and righteousness, as the 
family of God ; and be careful and tender to your 
servants, in all respects, that there may come no 
complaints from them or others ; that so in all things 
you may be ordered by the wisdom of God, that his 
blessing may be amongst you. G. F. 



To Friends that are prisoners in York, 

Dear Friends, 1682. 

My love is to you, and all the rest of the faithful 
Friends in bonds ] and my desire is to the Lord, that 
ye all may stand faithful and valiant for his glorious 
Name, and his holy peaceable Truth, now in this day 
of storm and tempest; that none may turn their 
backs on the Lord in this day of trial, and that none 
may be ashamed of confessing Christ before the 
adulterous generation, as Christ said, lest Christ be 
ashamed of them, before his Father and before his 
holy angels. And therefore now is the time and day 
of your trial; for the Lord is just; though I know 
that the faithful and innocent, just and righteous, 
must stand it out ; and therefore mind the Lord in 
all your sufferings, and keep low, and in the humility 
of heart, and there you will feel that He that inhabits 
eternity, dwells with an humble heart, and He will 
be your Shield and Buckler, and Defender in time 
of trouble. The Lord hath promised to deliver his 
people in the six troubles, yea, in the seventh^ tb<^ 
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perfection of troubles; and therefore do not think 
time long, and your sufferings long, for the Lord will 
lay no more upon his faithful people than you are 
able to bear ; I know it, and am a witness for God in 
all my sufferings and imprisonments, and haling 
before magistrates about sixty times, in about these 
thirty-six years. 

And so, friends, when you have been tried, you 
may come forth more precious than gold that is tried 
in the fire -, and keep the word of patience, and it 
will keep you from the temptations that come upon 
the world to try them; for the Word of God was 
before the world was : and though you be in outward 
bonds from your wives, families, houses, and relations, 
yet the Word of God is not bound, neither can they 
bind it ; the Word of God is at liberty, it abides and 
endures for ever ; it will make you all rich, though 
they think to make you poor with their bonds, and 
cast you into prisons ; but, I tell you, the Word of 
God will make you rich, for the Word of God was 
before the wicked and his bonds were. " They that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu- 
tion by the ungodly '" for it was the just that suffered 
by the unjust in all ages ; and Christ said to Saul : 
" Why persecutest thou me ?" So it was Christ that 
was persecuted, as well as those in whom He reigned. 
And do not you understand and know the sufferings 
and trials which the holy men of God went through ; 
and how by faith they subdued the mountains ? And 
consider the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and 
the faith of Abel, and Enoch; and Noah; and the 
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faith of Jeremiah, and the rest of the prophets, and 
the faith of Daniel and the three children, and the 
faith of all the apostles, what sufferings and imprison- 
ments they went through; and consider all the 
martjTS since the apostles' days, consider what suffer- 
ings they have gone through ; and God and Christ is 
the same to uphold you, who are given up in his 
Spirit, power, and faith, to stand for his glory, and 
to be valiant for his Truth and Name upon the earth. 
And therefore keep in your sanctuary, Christ Jesus^ 
who destroys the destroyer, and bruises the Serpent's 
head ; and so in Christ Jesus, your sanctuary, you 
all are in safety, and all have life and salvation, and 
peace with God. In Him you may all triumph and 
rejoice with exceeding great joy, and say : " What 
shall separate us from the love of God which we 
have in Christ Jesus ?'' And the apostle said, that 
" there was not any thing able to separate him from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus." And so with my 
love to you all in Christ Jesus, who was before the 
devil was, that makes you to suffer, and will be when 
he is gone. In Christ you have heavenly peace, that 
none can take away from you; in Him dwell and 
live. Amen. G. F. 

To all Christians, to keep to yea, yea, and nay, nay^ 
and to fulfil their word and promises, 

Edmonton, 23i of Eleventh Month, 1682. 

All my dearly beloved friends and brethren every- 
where, the Lord God Almighty, with his hol^ i^^<5x. 
8* 
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and Spirit, hatli gathered and kept and preserved 
you to this day a people to Himself. And now, dear 
friends and brethren, in all your words, in all your 
business and employments, have a care of breaking 
your words and promises to any people ; but that you 
may consider beforehand, whether you may be able 
to perform and fulfil both your words and promises, 
that your yea be yea, and nay, nay, in all things; 
which Christ hath set up instead of an oath, yea, 
above an oath and swearing, in his New Covenant 
and Testament : and the apostle James holds forth 
the same doctrine. 

So let none make any promise, or speak yea, yea, 
or nay, nay, rashly, which they cannot perform : for 
such kind of inconsiderate, and rash speaking is not 
in the everlasting Covenant of light, life, and grace : 
take heed, lest ye be numbered among the covenant- 
breakers, spoken of, Rom. i. 31, and such truce- 
breakers as the apostle speaks of, 2 Tim. iii, " which 
have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof; 
from such turn away,'' saith the apostle. And there- 
fore they that deny the power of godliness, will not 
be faithful to God nor man ] and such cannot exercise 
a good conscience to God, in obedience to Him, nor 
to man, to perform that which is just, righteous and 
honest. Therefore the apostle exhorts the Christians 
in the New Testament, to " speak the truth in love, 
and to put away lying, and to speak every man the 
truth to his neighbour." — Eph. iv. 15, 25. And 
David saith : " Who shall abide in thy tabernacle ) 
and who shall dwell in thy holy hill? He that 
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walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart : but they that speak 
vanity, every one to his neighbour, with flattering 
lips and a double heart, the Lord shall cut off." 

And Solomon, speaking of wisdom, says: "My 
mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is an 
abomination to my lips." And James says in his 
general Epistle, " So speak ye, and so do," &c. So 
see here how certain and stedfast the holy men of 
Grod would, have God's people to be in their words 
and doings. And also James was careful, that the 
ssdnts in their very outward dealings were to be just, 
and reproved such for saying ; " To-day or to-morrow 
we will go into such a city, and continue there a 
year, and buy, and sell, and get gain : whereas they 
did not know what should be on the morrow. But 
they ought to say, if the Lord will, we shall live, and 
do this or that." Therefore you may see how careM 
the apostle was, to keep all true Christians in the fear 
of the Lord, and in the sense of his will. 

God is true and faithful to his people in all gene- 
rations ; and so he would have his people to be true 
and faithful to Him, and to one another, and to all 
men in his Spirit and Truth. And Christ saith, 
'' He that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful 
also in much ; and he that is unjust in the least, is 
unjust also in much." And further He saith : " If 
ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon^ 
or riches, who will commit unto you the true riches ?'* 
Therefore there must be a justness and faithfiilness 
in the outward riches between man and man^ if ^^^ 
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will have a place in your hearts for the true heavenly 
riches : the inward faithfulness to Grod bringeth forth 
faithfulness to men in outward things. And^ as the 
apostle said to the saints, " Finally, brethren, what- 
soever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report ; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these things :" which 
are very good things to be minded, thought upon, 
and practised by the church of Christ. 

And so as every one hath received Christ Jesus, 
who is the Truth; walk in Him the Truth, and speak 
the truth as it is in Jesus : " For you are bought 
with a price, therefore glorify God in your bodies and 
in your spirits, which are his.'' 

And the Lord in mercy grant, that all his people 
(who profess his Name) may do so to his praise, to 
his glory, and to his honour over all for ever. Amen, 

G. P. 

To the Six Weeks* Meeting in Barhadoes, 

Kingston^ the 7th of the Ninth Months 1683. 

Dear Friends, 

In Christ, in whom we have peace, purity, holiness 
and righteousness, you must ke kept holy and 
righteous to the glory of God; and righteousness, 
and holiness, and purity, must wear and outlive all 
that is contrary to it ; and patience, and meekness, 
and humility, and kindness, and sobriety, must wear 
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out passion, envy, strife, and wrath, high-mindedness, 
and loftiness, and wilfulness ; and therefore consider^ 
the holy men and women of God must not strive, 
but be gentle to all } and in that alone keep their 
dominion. " For truly, friends, love gathereth into 
love, and edifies the body of Christ ; and let nothing 
be done with strife, but in love to the glory of God, 
in the name of Christ, and in his power ; so that you 
all may see and feel Christ among you, ordering you 
all to his glory, with his wisdom, which is pure, 
peaceable, and easy to be entreated; so that none 
may be burdened nor oppressed in your meetings, 
but that the life and Seed may reign in you all ; and 
BO the Lord may have the glory of all, and ye may 
all have comfort in Him your Head. 

And do not strive much with unruly talkers, but 
keep your peace in the Spirit and power of Christ, 
that will overcome and wear out all that is contrary 
to it. So that all may keep their own habitation in 
Christ Jesus, who is over all, the First and Last ; and 
in his power and Spirit live and walk, that so you 
all may be trees with fruit, and wells with water, and 
have bread in your own tabernacles, and your own 
lamps trimmed and burning ; and that there may be 
no strife among you, but dwell in love ; for he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God ; so God, who is 
love, is to be your salvation. And condescend to the 
meek, and to every appearance of the Lord God, and 
make every one's condition in the Truth your own ; 
in tHkt you will deny yourselves, and become all to 
all in the Truth ; so that none may be hurt in the 
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Truth; nor made to stumble, nor the blind caused to 
wander, but be directed into the right way; and all, 
as the tender plants, may grow together, as the Lord's 
planting, and He watering them, and giving the 
increase and growth to his glory ; so that the Lord 
may have the praise and glory of all his works. 
Amen, Q-. F. 



Dear Friends of the Monthly Meeting of CharUstowny 
in Ashly Cooper River, in Carolina. 

London, 2Zd of Twelfth Month, 1683. 

I received your letter, dated the Sixth day of the 
Eighth Month, 1683, wherein you give an account 
of your meeting and of the country, and of your 
liberty in that province ; which I am glad to hear of, 
though your Meeting is but small; however, stand 
all faithful in truth and righteousness, that your 
fruits may be unto holiness ; and your end will be 
everlasting life. And be you patterns of virtue, 
modesty, chastity, and sobriety, showing forth the 
fruits and life of Christianity in your lives and con- 
versations, that they may preach righteousness, truth, 
and holiness to all people in that dark wilderness ; 
that you may answer the Truth, both in them that 
are called Christians, and in the Indians. 

And my desire is, that you may prize your liberty, 
both natural and spiritual, and the favour that the 
Lord hath given you, that your yea is taken instead 
of an oath ; and that you do serve both in assemblies, 
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juries, and other offices, without swearing, according 
to the doctrine of Christ; which is a great thing 
worth prizing. And take heed of abusing that 
liberty, or losing the savour of the heavenly salt, 
which seasons your lives and conversations in truth, 
holiness, and righteousness. For you know, when 
the salt hath lost its savour, it is good for nothing but 
to be trodden under the foot of men. For we here 
are under great persecution, betwixt thirteen and 
fourteen hundred in prison; an account of which 
hath lately been delivered to the king; besides the 
great spoil and havoc which is made of Friends' 
goods, by informers ; and besides the great spoil upon 
the two-thirds of our estates, and upon the twenty 
pound a month acts, and for not going to the steeple- 
house; and besides many are imprisoned and pre- 
munired for not swearing allegiance, both men, 
women, widows and maids ; and many are fined and 
cast into prison as rioters, for meeting to worship 
God. And we are kept out of our meetings in 
streets and highways, in many places of the land, 
and beaten and abused. And therefore prize the 
liberty, both natural and spiritual, that you enjoy. 
And many are cast into prison because they cannot 
pay the priests' tithes ; and also many are cast into 
prison by the bishops' writs, de excommunicato 
capiendo. So that at present we are under great 
Bufferings, persecutions, and imprisonments : but the 
Lord's power is over all, and that supports his people. 
But in Ireland, Scotland, Holland, Germany, and 
Dantzic, we hear that Friends are in peace and q^oiet- 
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ness ; and therefore you that have great liberty^ both 
natural and spiritual, be valiant for God's truth upon 
the earth; and spread it abroad, both among them 
that are called Christians and Indians ; turning them 
from darkness to light, to Christ Jesus the Saviour^ 
whom God hath set up for an ensign among the 
gentiles or heathen, and to be his salvation unto the 
ends of the earth. So seek the good of all, and the 
profit of all, and the salvation and the glory of Qt)d 
above all ; and the exalting of his Name and Truth 
in your day and generation ; and live in love, and in 
the Truth, and the love of it ; and " overcome evil 
with good;'^ and <^hold fast that which is good;" 
then you can try all things. 

And so with my love to you all in the holy Seed 
of life, Christ Jesus, that reigns over all, who is your 
sanctuary, in whom you have all life, and peace, and 
salvation ; in Him the Lord God Almighty preserve 
and keep you all, holy, pure, and clean, to his glory. 
Amen, G. F. 



To Friends that are Captives at Algiers, 

Gouseyy in Essex, lO^A of Second Month, 1688. 

Dear friends who are captives in Algiers, whom 
the Lord hath enlightened with his " day spring from 
on high," and visited you with his tender mercies in 
your slavery and captivity, that you may know his 
will, and do it in his light, grace, truth, and Spirit, 
that you may serve and worship the holy, eternal, and 
invisible God that made you. 
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Now, dear friends, to you is my love, and to all the 
rest that fear God, that meet with you ; my desires 
are that you may all keep low in humility in the fear 
of God; there is then no danger, for God dwells 
with the humble, and teaches the humble the way 
they should walk in. And therefore be careful of 
Gx>d's glory, you who profess the name of God and 
his Son, that your lives, and words, and conversations 
may preach godliness, righteousness, holiness, virtue, 
sobriety, and modesty, both to Turks, Moors, Jews, 
and to your patroonsy and to the families where you 
live: for Christ hath enlightened ev^ry man that 
comes into the world; He hath enlightened the 
Turks, Jews, and Moors, with the Light, (which is 
the life in him the Word,) that all in the Light may 
know God and Christ ; and " the grace of God which 
brings salvation hath appeared imto all men *" there- 
fore to the Turks, Jews, and Moors, yea, to all 
nations ; so that with the grace of God they may be 
taught to deny ungodliness and unrighteousness, and 
Kve righteously and godly. 

And therefore all must come to this grace of God 
in their hearts, which brings their salvation, (if they 
have salvation), and come to the throne of grace; 
and this is the covenant of grace, in which is the 
election ; and God, who made all, pours out of his 
Spirit upon all men and women in the world, in the 
days of his new Covenant, yea, upon whites and 
blacks. Moors, and Turks, and Indians, Christians^ 
Jews, and gentiles, that all with the Spirit of God 
might know God and the things of God, and serve 
9 
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and worship Him in his Spirit and Truth, that He 
hath given them ; hnt thej that do resist the Truth, 
and quench, and vex, and grieve, and rebel against 
the Spirit that God hath given them, such are not 
like to serve and worship GTod in his Spirit and 
Truth; but he that endures to the end in God's 
grace, Spirit, light, and truth, shall be saved ; and 
the Gospel of salvation is preached to every creature 
under heaven ; which Gospel is the power of G^d, 
and the Gospel of peace ; and so it is glad tidings to 
every creature under heaven, and to all nations, who 
receive and obey it. Now this is the day of God's 
gathering : and therefore all must come to the light, 
grace, truth, power, and Spirit of God in their own 
particulars, which they have from God and Christ, 
that by it they may be built upon Christ, their 
heavenly Eock and Foimdation, who is their way to 
God, who bruises the serpent's head, and through 
death destroyed death, and the devil, the power of 
death ^ for sin brought death ; and now Christ, who 
destroys death which sin brought, and makes an end 
of sin, is the sanctuary for all his believers in all 
storms and tempests, trials, and troubles, and suffer- 
ings, to rest upon, in whom they have peace, yea, 
life and salvation. 

Now there is a common saying among the Turks 
to the Christians, your crricified God, meaning Christ. 
Now there is a mistake in this their saying. Though 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, 
it was not the Eternal God that was crucified and 
died, that was in Christ; for Christ said, when He 
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was about to suffer : " My Grod, my God I why hast 
thou forsaken me ?" So Christ suffered in the flesh, 
and died; and was crucified, as He was man ; not as 
He was God, the Word which was in the beginning ; 
but as He was man, who bore the sins and iniqtdties 
of all mankind, and was an offering for the sins of 
the whole world 5 who tasted death for eyery man, 
(all being in death in Adam,) that they might have 
life through Christ, the Second Adam. So I say 
again, that Christ did not die as He was God^ but as 
He was man. '' He was crucified and buried, and 
rose again the third day, and ascended, and is at the 
right hand of God :" this He did by the power of 
God, as He was man. So the Turks are mistaken,' 
to say or to think that the Eternal God coidd be 
crucified or die. 

Dear friends, I thought needful to write a letter to 
you concerning this their mistake, which you may be 
wise in making uSe of; and my desires are, that you 
may be preserved, and exalt God's name in your 
places of captivity, and in your lives, words, and 
conversations, answering God's witness in the Turks, 
Jews, Moors, and your patroons. And keep low, 
and walk wisely, that you may be a good savour in 
the hearts of all thereaways ; and then the blessings 
of the Lord, and his presence, will rest upon you, 
and be in you. I think you have more liberty to 
meet there than we have here ; for they keep us out 
of our meetings, and cast us into prison, and spoil 
our goods. And therefore prize your liberty in your 
meetings, and do not abuse it ; and the Lord preserve 
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you all in his grace, fear, and wisdom, that you may 
grow up in Christ the head, and walk in Him, to the 
glory of God. Amen. 

Read this openly in your meetings. And I have 
sent you here some books that you may read them, 
and give them to the Turks or English, as you may 
see fit ; which books are to the Turks, one concern- 
ing good conversation, and another concerning the 
temple, and another concerning Abraham instructing 
his family ] and one to all kings and princes ; and 
another concerning revelation and inspiration ; with 
some others to read among themselves. 

And, friends, it would be very well for you, if you 
could get the Turks and Moors' language, that you 
might be the more enabled to direct them to the 
grace and Spirit of God in them, which they have 
from God, in their hearts ; and then getting their 
language, you would be able to write and translate 
any papers to them, which may be serviceable to 
instruct them, and for the spreading of the Truth 
among the Turks and Moors. So with my love to 
you. G. F. 

To suffering Friends at Dantzic. 

Friends, 1684. 

With my love to you in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is your Saviour and Prophet, that God has raised 
up for you, to hear in all things ; your Shepherd, that 
has laid down his life for you, whose voice ye must 
hear, who will feed you in his living pastures of life ; 
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who is your Priest, that offered himself for you, who 
sanctifies you, that He might present you to God : so 
He is become your Highpriest, who is made higher 
than the heavens ; a higher Priest than the Priest- 
hood of Aaron, and all the priesthoods upon the 
earth, that are made by men below ; " for He is a 
High-priest, made higher than the heavens/' — H^, 
vii. And so He is the Chief Shepherd and Bishop 
of your souls, to oversee you that you do not go astray 
from God, who is your Sanctuary, in whom you are 
preserved from the destroyer ; who destroys the devil, 
the great destroyer, and his works, and bruises his 
head, and breaks his power. He, namely, Christ, is 
your Saviour ] in Him you have rest and peace, salva- 
tion and life eternal. 

And now, dear friends, I desire, however, that you 
walk wisely, gently, lovingly, meekly, and soberly, to 
all the magistrates, and all people, that they may have 
no just occasion in any thing against you : for the 
good must overcome the bad, as the apostle says: 
Overcome evil with good, and dwell in that love that 
can bear all things, and endure all things. And 
nothing can separate you from this love which you 
have in God through Jesus Christ : in this love build 
up and edify one another, that by it you may answer 
the good in all people, and spread his Truth abroad, 
and be valiant for that upon earth. So in his holy 
peaceable Truth, and his Seed Christ Jesus, in which 
all nations are blest, God Almighty preserve and 
keep you to his glory. Amen, G. F. 

9* 
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An Epistle to aU the prisoners and sufferers for tkt 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and his xoorship. 

"The word of God is not bound."— 2 Tim. ii. 9. 

London^ M of the Tenth Month, 1684. 

Deab Friends, 

In the seed of life that is over all, whom the Lord 
doth support, and hath supported by his eternal arm 
and power, to stand for his glory ; be valiant for his 
truth and his name upon the earth, who is God, All- 
sufficient and Almighty, over all, to support you all, 
and to supply you with all things needful. Now, 
dear friends, it is not only given you to believe in 
the name of Christ, but also to suffer for his name's 
sake ; so you see and know, it is a gift given you to 
believe, a gift to suffer for Christ's sake and his 
righteousness; but however, as Christ saith, "Be ye 
wise as serpents, and harmless as doves;" for Christ's 
believers are as sheep or lambs among wolves; he 
hath declared that they shall be brought before coun- 
cils, and before rulers, for his name's sake; but 
Christ bids his disciples " take no thought how or what 
you j^hall speak, for it shall he given you in that same 
hour what ye shall speak ; for it is not you that speak, 
hut the /Spirit of your Father which speakeih in youf^ 
and this Spirit of the Father is sufficient to trust to, 
for it shaU answer all, if they have ears to hear, and 
will comfort his people, his lambs and sheep. And 
Christ further said, speaking to his disciples, "Ye 
shall be hated of all men for my name's sake ; but 
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he that endureth to the end; the same shall be 
saved;'' and he that heareth you, (to wit, Christ's 
sheep) heareth me, saith Christ; and he that de- 
spiseth you despiseth me (namely Christ) ; and he 
that despiseth me, despiseth him that sent me, to 
• wit, the Father. — Matt, x; Luke x. And the dis- 
ciple is not above his master, nor the servant above 
his lord ; for Christ the lord and the master of the 
sheep was despised ; so it is enough for the disciple 
that he be as his master, and the servant as his lord ; 
for if they call the master of the house Beelzebub, 
how much more shall they call them of his house- 
hold? But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered : Fear ye not, therefore, ye are of more 
value than many sparrows, and not one of them shall 
fall to the ground without your heavenly Father. 

Now, dear friends and brethren, if it doth please 
the Lord to try you who are the believers in the 
light, and the children of the light and [of] the day 
of Christ ; I say again, if it please the Lord, and it 
be his will, to try you in stinking prisons and dun- 
geons, bridewells, and houses of correction, and suffer 
you to be put in such places, who are his sheep and 
lambs, plants and branches; I say the Lord can 
sanctify all such places for his people, his children^ 
his sons and daughters, and make all pleasant to 
them ; for his sheep and people cannot go anywhere 
from the Lord — for the Lord and his presence is 
with them, and the Angel of his presence saves 
them ; and therefore such jails and dungeons, bride- 
wellS; and houses of correction, which are for e;^- 
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doers, if the Lord do try or suffer his people to be 
put in such places, yet his people are all in the hand 
and under the wings of Christ, and he can sanctify 
all such places to them ; and you, in that state are 
to pray for the enemies that put you there ; and if 
they curse and hate you, you are to bless them, and 
to do good to them ; and you are to pray for them 
that despitefuUy use you and persecute you, and love 
your enemies, that you may be children of your 
Father which is in heaven ; for he maketh his sun 
to rise on the evil and on the good, and causeth his 
rain to fall on the just and on the unjust. 

Now, they that disobey the gospel of Christ refuse 
their own comfort and joy of life and salvation; 
which gospel is the power of God which is preached 
to every creature under heaven to believe and obey ; 
therefore, happy are you who have received and 
obeyed that, which brings life and immortality to 
light in you; so that you see over the enemy which 
darkened you, and are now become heirs of this com- 
fortable and joyful gospel of life and everlasting 
salvation, in which everlasting gospel you have an 
everlasting glorious fellowship ; and in this everlast- 
ing Gospel, you can praise the everlasting God, that 
reigns over all from everlasting to everlasting. And 
all that are of the seed and faith of David can say 
as David said, " Blessed be Gtod from everlasting to 
everlasting; and let all the people say. Amen. Praise 
ye the Lord." And further they can say, "That 
the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting upon all them that fear him; and his righteous- 
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ness unto children's children." — Psalm ciii. 17. For 
the Lord God he changeth not; he is the same that 
he was; who inhabits eternity, and dwells in the 
humble heart; and therefore you humble ones, fear 
and serve and worship him. And keep under the 
wing of Christ and in him your sanctuary and 
Saviour, who destroys the destroyer, and is over all, 
the first and the last. Amen, G. F. 



Concerning the pure and undefiled Religion, 

The Uh of the Second Month, 1686. 

Dear Friends, 

You who profess the light, faith, grace and Spirit 
of Christ, and the pure undefiled religion before God 
the Father, are to keep yourselves unspotted from 
the world, and to bridle your tongues from evil words, 
which corrupt good manners; the light of Christ 
Jesus letteth you see the spots of the world ; and the 
grace of God will teach you to deny them; and the 
Spirit of Truth, if you be led by it, teacheth you to 
mortify and subdue them. 

And now, friends, here is the pure and undefiled 
religion which the Apostle in the primitive times did 
own, and which, now, we do own. Firstf this religion 
is pure — Secondly y it is undefiled before God the 
Father. And that which is pure and undefiled before 
God the Father, if you live in it and obey it, will 
keep you unspotted from the world : and that which 
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keeps you from the spots of the world, will keep you 
from the body of death and sins of the world. 

And now, friends, you that profess this pure and 
undefiled religion before God the Father, take heed 
of greediness, and earthly-mindedness, and covetous- 
ness, which the apostle called idolatry; for it is a 
great spot and blot of the world that lieth in wicked- 
ness. And take heed of over-reaching, or using any 
deceitfulness or fraud in your trade or commerce : for 
over-reaching, and using deceit, or any unjust thing, 
will blot you and spot you, and they are contrary to 
the pure and undefiled religion. And take heed of 
unrighteousness, ungodliness, unholiness, profaneness, 
looseness, filthiness, naughtiness, and evil words^ 
which corrupt good manners. These things will blot 
you and spot you, and are contrary to the pure unde- 
filed religion before God the Father; and they are 
blotted and spotted with the actions of the world that 
lieth in wickedness, and their religion is vain. 

All such as follow the lust of the eye, the pride 
of life, and the lust of the flesh, which are not of the 
Father, but of the god of this world, that abode not 
in the Truth, such are spotted with the spots of the 
world, and are proud, vain, lofty, scornful, high ; and 
are void of the pure, undefiled religion before God 
the Father. And take heed of malice, hatred, envy, 
wrath, rage, and fury ; 'they are the spots of the 
world, and are contrary to the spirit of meekness, 
gentleness, kindness, tenderness, sobriety, love, and 
mercifulness, which are the fruits of the pure Spirit 
of God, which leadeth to the pure undefiled religion 
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before God the Father, which is " to visit the father- 
less and widows in their affliction, and to keep 
unspotted from the world;" this pure undefiled 
religion keepeth in the purity of life and conversa- 
tion ; and this is above all, and keeps from all the 
vain religions in the world ; and this is the religion 
that was set up above sixteen hundred years ago, in 
the church of Christ; and happy had all Christendom 
been, if they had kept to this pure undefiled religion 
to this day ; then they would not have made so many 
religions as they have done; but to this pure unde- 
filed religion they must come again, if ever they come 
to the true religion ; for none can make a better, than 
the pure undefiled religion, which was set up in the 
church, in the apostles' days, above sixteen hundred 
years ago ; unto which all that profess Christianity 
should be conformable. 

So here is one Grod, the Creator of all, and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom all things were made 
and created, who is the one Mediator betwixt God 
and man ; even the man Christ Jesus. There is one 
body, and one Spirit, even as you are called to one 
hope of your calling, and one God and Father of all, 
who is above you all, and in you all, and through 
you all ; and there is one faith, which Christ Jesus 
is the Author and Finisher of; and there is one 
baptism, and by one Spirit we are all baptized into 
one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, bond or 
free ; and must all drink into this one Spirit of Christ, 
and so keep the unity of the Spirit, which is the 
bond of peace ; for the apostle saith : '^ If any man 
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have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. — 
Horn. viii. 9. And Christ saith, in his prayer to his 
Father, " That they may be all one," meaning the 
ferae Christians, " as Thou Father art in Me, and I 
in Thee, that they also may be one in us ; that they 
may be one, even as we are one ; I in them, and 
Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one." 
— John xvii. 21-23. Here you may see God and 
Christ are one in them (so he prayeth that his people 
may be one) in whom they have rest, life, peace, and 
salvation with God, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

" Let your conversation (or practice) be without 
covetousness," &c. — Seb, xiii. 5. 

" Only let your conversation be as becometh the 
gospel of Christ."— PM. i. 17. G. F. 



To Intends of the Ministry in Pennsylvania and 

New Jersey. 

Enfield^ 80^A of Fifth Months 1685. 

Dear Friends, 

With my love to you all, and all other Friends. 
I was glad to hear from you ; but you gave me no 
account of the increase of Truth amongst you, nor 
what meetings you have had amongst the Indian 
kings and their people abroad in the countries, and 
of your visiting Friends in New England, Virginia, 
and Carolina, nor of your travels and labours in the 
Gospel; though you have, in all those countries, 
liberty to serve and worship G^d, and preach the 
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Truth. And I understand many have a desire to 
live in it, especially in Carolina ; and you who travel 
now to visit Friends in those provinces, it is thought 
strange that you do not visit them ; [those people 
who were seeking the Truth.] Therefore I desire 
that you may all improve your giflbs and talents, and 
not hide them in a napkin, lest they be taken from 
you; and not put your candle under a bushel, lest it 
go out ; and not be like the foolish virgins, which 
kept their name of virgins, but neglected having oil 
in their lamps : such were not diligent in the work 
of Grod, nor in the concerns of the Lord, nor in their 
own particulars. And therefore my desires are, that 
you may all be diligent, serving the Lord and mind- 
ing his glory, and the prosperity of his Truth, this 
little time you have to live ] and be not, like Adam, 
in the earth, but use this world as though you did 
not use it ; for they that covet after this world, fall 
into divers snares and hurtful lusts : and therefore 
consider, that you are but sojourners here, that you 
may pass your time in the fear of God ; and you being 
many, and having many of the Friends of the ministry 
going over into those parts, you may be a hindrance 
one unto another, if you [confine your visits to 
Friends, and] do not travel in the life of the universal 
Truth, that would have all men to be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the Truth : and if you 
would have them come to the knowledge of the 
Truth, let them know it, and where it is to be found. 
So I desire that you be valiant for it upon the earth, 
that you may give a good account unto God &t th<^ 
10 
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last with joy. I desire that all Friends in the ministry 
may see this in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

My love to you all in the holy Seed of life that 
reigns over all. Ame7t. Gt. F, 



To Friends in Dantzic 
Bednal'Green, lUh of Ninth Month, 1686. 

Dear Friends, 

I am glad to hear of your welfare in the Lord : 
and my desires are, that in the eternal power of God 
you may be valiant for his holy, pure Truth upon the 
earth, and his holy religion, that keeps from the spots 
of the world ; and the new and living way, Christ 
Jesus, will keep you out and over all dead ways that 
are in the world ; and in the worship of God in his 
Holy Spirit and pure Truth, which Christ Jesus set 
up above all the worships in the world. And all 
men and women must come to the Spirit of Gtod in 
their hearts, if they serve and worship God that 
made them. 

And my desires are, that you may live in peace 
and love one with another, and in the pure, gentle 
wisdom of God, that is easy to be entreated. And 
let your faith stand in the power of God, and feel 
that in your hearts, which will keep you until the 
day of salvation. And let all your conversations be 
according to the glorious gospel of life and salvation ; 
so that you may come to answer the Truth in all 
people ; and in your words and actions you may preach 
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truth, righteousness, virtue, pureness, godliness, and 
holiness ; without which none shall see the Lord. 

And now, friends consider the Lord's great mercy 
and kindness towards you, who hath brought you 
through great sufferings, tribulations, and persecu- 
tions, and that you have your meetings peaceable; 
it is a great mercy of the Lord to you, for you to prize^ 
and be faithful. 

So with my love to you all in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that reigns over all ; in whom you have eternal rest 
and peace. Amen. G. F. 



To Friends in West Jersey and Pennsylvania. 
Edmonton, 21th of the Eleventh Month, 1687. 

Dear Friends, 

I am glad to hear that the concerns of Truth are 
80 well as they are with you, and that you have set 
up your Half-year's Meetings, which may be of great 
service. 

And all that are faithful in your country, being 
kept in the Lord's eternal power, in it keep up all 
your men and women's meetings, that the power of 
the Lord God may spread over all, and by it all 
deceit and looseness may be kept under; and this 
will ease all the magistrates, and their courts, of all 
evil and looseness, by having it stopped and killed in 
the birth, before it comes in to action ; and see in 
your meetings, that Friends give no occasion [of 
offence] to the Lidians. 
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And if sometimes you should liave some meedngs 
with the Indian kings and their councils, to let them 
know the principles of Truth; so that they may 
know the way of salvation, and the nature of true 
Christianity, and how that Christ hath died for them, 
who " tasted death for every man ;" (and so the gofl- 
pel of salvation must be preached to every creature 
under heaven) ; and how that Christ hath enlightened 
them, who enlightens all that come into the world. 
And God hath poured out his Spirit upon all flesh ; 
and so the Indians must receive God's Spirit; for 
"the grace of God which brings salvation hath 
appeared to all men." And so let them know, that 
they have a day of salvation, grace, and favour of 
God offered unto them ; if they will receive it, it will 
be their blessing. 

And so, now, you that are settled in those parts, 
who have had a testimony from the Lord, to bear to 
people of the Tnith, you should spread abroad God's 
eternal Truth ; and have meetings, as I said before, 
with the Indian kings and people; so that all the 
earth may come to look unto the Lord for salvation. 
For if ye should settle down in the earth, and have 
plenty, and be full, and at ease for a time, and not 
keep in the power, and service, and Spirit of God, 
you would quickly come to lose your condition, as 
some did in Ehode Island, when settled down in the 
earth, after, a while, and then turned to jangling 
about it, and some ran out one way, and some another. 

And therefore I desire that the Lord may grant, 
that you may be all kept and preserved by his holy 
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power, on his holy mountain, that ye may be of the 
holy camp of God ; that with his power, light, Spirit, 
grace, and Truth, all that is contrary may be kept 
out from among you ; so that the Lord God Almighty^ 
and his Son, may walk in the midst of you, and may 
delight to do you good. So with my love to all 
faithful fiiends. 

My desire is, that you all may keep in the power 
and Spirit of the Lord, in the heavenly unity, that 
you may all shine forth to his glory and praise, to 
whom all belongs, God over all, blessed for ever. 
Ame9i, G. F. 

To Captive Friends at Marqueness} 

London, 25th of Eighth Month, 1690. 

Dear Friends, 

With my love to you all in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whom you have life and salvation, and rest and 
peace with God : and the Lord God Almighty, with 
his eternal arm and power, uphold and preserve you 
in Christ, in whom you have rest and peace, though 
in the world troubles ; and though you be in captivity, 
from your wives and children, and relations and 
friends, yet the Lord is present with you by his 
Spirit of grace, light, and truth. And so feel Him 
at all times, and stand in his will y do not murmur 
nor complain, but stand still in the faith and power 
of God, that you may see your salvation ; for by fedth 
the Lord delivered his people out of Egypt by his 
power; and by faith Enoch and Noah were preserved, 

1 On the Coast of Barbary. 
10* 
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and Abraham^ Isaac, and Jacob ; and by faith tbe 
prophets were delivered out of many perils; and 
Daniel out of the lion's mouth. And you may 
see how the righteous were delivered by faith, in 
Hebrews xi. 

And it would be very well, if you that be captives 
and Friends, could have meetings as they had at 
Algiers, to the comforting and refreshing of one 
another. And you may speak to your patroons of 
your meeting together to worship God, that created 
heaven and earth, and made all mankind, and gives 
you breath, life, and spirit, to serve and worship Him. 

And my desires are to the Lord, that you in his 
truth and power may answer the Truth in all, both 
king and prince, and Turks and Moors, that you may 
be a good savour among them all, in them all ; mani- 
festing that ye are the salt of the earth, and the light 
of the world, and a city set on a hill, that cannot be 
hid; so that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

And what do you know, but that the Lord hath set 
you there to preach in life, and word, and good con- 
versation? Therefore, while you are there, mind 
your service for God, who hath all things in his hand, 
and a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his 
providence. And Christ is the mountain that fiUeth 
the whole earth ; and so you will feel Him there. 

And therefore keep in the word of power, and in 
the word of patience, and the word of wisdom, that 
will give you dominion over all. Amen, G. F. 

THE END. 
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